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Editor’s Note 


This book is compiled from the materials dis- 
closing the south Korean reality which were pub- 
lished in the Japanese magazine Sekai. 
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SOUTH KOREAN REALITY 


by Chong Gyong Mo 


4. Was South Korea Liberated! 


On August 15, 1945 when Japanese rule was top- 
pled, the south Koreans were intoxicated with the joy 
of “liberation” They considered themselves to be free 
people. It is nearly 30 years since then, and they have 
now found themselves standing in wilderness. 

You may as well say that the Government-General 
in Korea perished. However, the “Republic of Korea 
Government-General” cuts its figure more and more 
conspicuously as the days go by. How should the 
south Koreans fight and what situation should they 
cope with in order to meet genuine liberation? 


2. What Sort of Society Is South Korea? 


“Correct View of Value” 


Min Gwan Sik holds a high post in Pak’s govern- 
ment; he is the Education Minister. 

On April 12, he visited the Hanguk School in To- 
kyo and delivered a queer speech at its management 
council. He said that as Education Minister he was 
satisfied ‘with the “dedicated” endeavours being 
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made by south Korean women at home and abroad 
to obtain foreign currency needed for economic cons- 
truction. Particularly, it was reported that he extolled 
them to skies saying that “these Risaeng-girls and 
hostesses who have come to Japan in large numbers 
are working hard day and night selling their XXXX, 
and their patriotic devotion is highly praiseworthy.” 

The ciphered word is such that even a hooligan 
would hesitate to utter at a private gathering. So, 
because of this shocking episode, Education Minister 
Min Gwan Sik has great notoriety among the south 
Koreans in Japan. 

“The establishment of the correct view of value” 
is President Pak Jung Hi’s favourite words, which 
he repeats quite often. 

It is none other than Education Minister Min who 
is charged with the weighty responsibility to dissem- 
inate the “correct view of value” proposed by Pak’s 
government; unexpectedly, through his utterances we 
south Koreans could have a specific explanation of 
what this “view of value” means. 

Moreover, the south Korean women sent to Japan 
to “sell their XXXX” are issued passports as ‘“‘mis- 
sions of artistes” by the south Korean government, 
and it is the Ministry of Education under Minister 
Min himself which identifies them as true “artistes”. 

The recent issue of Time reported that in Seoul 
alone there are 1,500 prostitutes carrying the certi- 
ficates to the effect that ‘the bearer is permitted to 
comfort foreign tourists in their rooms,” and that 
south Korea is becoming a red-light district for Ja- 
pan. It is said that the income from these prosti- 
tutes will amount to 120 million dollars in 1973. For 
the south Korean government which has a big head- 
ache for its red letters in the international pay- 
ments, prostitution is indispensable. 

The complete translation of this article was car- 
ried in the Hanguk Ilbo (May 31). But that part of 
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thé original which said such tourism for prostitu- 
tion “is actively encouraged by the high-ranking of- 
ficials of the ROK government including President 
Pak Jung. Hi” was. deleted. It must have been very 
hard for them to put into print the fact that their 
president is a pimp. 


Pollution Is Eagerly Welcomed 


Ai the same time as bodies of south Korean women 
are being turned into receptacles for the physiological 
discharges of the Japanese, south Korea’s rivers and 
seas are also quickly changing into sewages for the 
discharges of Japanese industries. 

South Korea has a territory of 100,000 square 
kilometres and a population of 32 million. It hasn’t 
any better conditions to withstand pollution than 
Japan with a territory of 370,000 square kilometres 
and a population of 100 million. Since south Korea 
ranks third in the world in the density of population 
and Japan fourth, the former is more vulnerable to 
pollution than the latter is. 

Nevertheless, the south Korean government is 
bringing in Japan’s pollutional industries with ex- 
traordinary zeal. President Pak went so far as to 
instruct, “There is no need to get oversensitive to 
pollution.” 

In ready response to his instruction, all sorts of 
Japan’s pollutional industries such as oil, auto, re- 
fining, electronics, fibre industries, recreation enter- 
ae hotel industries have begun rushing into south 
Corea. 

For the first four months of this year, the Jap- 
anese capital accounted for 99 per cent of the total 
foreign investment in south Korea. Japan has far 
outstripped the United States in the total amount 
of the investment. 


It may be too much to declare that the Japatiesé 
industrialists who are now planning for inroads on 
south Korea have an ambition to put it under their 
economic or military domination. In Japan there is 
no more space and pollution has gone beyond the 
critical point. On top of this, wages are high. So let 
us suppose that they are simply seeking for the solu- 
tion in south Korea. 

Why, then, is the south Korean government bring- 
ing in Japanese industries even at the risk of being 
exposed to the damage of pollution?-Isn’t the Pak 
regime rather inclined to consider the ‘“‘presence’”’ of 
Japanese capital as military guarantee for the main- 
tenance of its power? Once, while encouraging his 
officials negotiating for the introduction of General 
Motors into south Korea, President Pak said, “If a 
big US concern makes large investments, it will be 
as effective as having a US infantry division in the 
Republic of Korea.” Now, substitute “Japanese capi- 
tal” for “big US concern” and the “Japanese Self- 
Defence Force” for a “US infantry division” and then 
read it again. 


“We'll Be Ruined Without Japanese Aid” 


Former Director of Defence Agency Nishimura was 
dismissed because he blurted that the “UN with 
China in it will be as good as a village credit asso- 
ciation.” He said, “The Self-Defence Force can 
be sent abroad for the purpose of relieving disaster” 
(at the Foreign Correspondents Club, Nov. 11, 1971). 

He was hard pressed at the Diet by an opposi- 
tion member who asked: “Then, in case Tokyo is af- 
fected by an earthquake, will Japan, for instance, ask 
for the dispatch of the south Korean army?” Director 
Nishimura replied, “That is only my personal opinion.” 
And this was the end of the idea of dispatching the 
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Self-Defence Force abroad. But did his statement reé- 
ally express his own “opinion”? In September 1971, 
a round-table conference between members of the 
south Korean National. Assembly and Japanese Diet 
was held in Tokyo, which was attended by a delega- 
tion of 832 members from the south Korean side. 

Also notable is the statement reportedly made at 
the conference by Min Gi Sik, Chairman of the Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee of the south Korean National 
Assembly and former Army Chief of Staff. 

Min was quoted by the press as saying, “If Japan 
doesn’t help us, the Republic of Korea will crumble. 
I hope Japan will boldly decide to give us military 
aid; you should not regard ours as a foreign coun- 
try.” There lies an interval of some two months be- 
tween Director Nishimura’s statement on the dispatch 
of the Self-Defence Force abroad and Military Affairs 
Committee Chairman Min’s request for military aid. 
But if vou think there is no relation between the two, 
you will be too naive. 

Defence Agency Director Masuhara was fired be- 
cause he had revealed the Emperor’s words enco- 
uraging him to “work hard” to build up the Self- 
Defence Force. According to an AP report on May 
11, two weeks earlier, US Undersecretary of Defence 
Clement spoke before “Japan’s leading industrialists” 
on their visit to Washington at the invitation of Time, 
and requested Japan: (1) to give annual military aid 
of some 100 million dollars to south Korea and (2) 
to amend the current Constitution and open the way 
for the overseas dispatch of the Self-Defence Force. 

In addition, a rumour still has it that south Ko- 
rea has asked Japan to form a military alliance with 
her. 

Were the AP dispatch and the Emperor’s state- 
ment a mere coincidence? As a contrary evidence, the 
June 18th issue of the Nihonkeizai Shimbun reported 
that the Japan Socialist Party had obtained a secret 


docuinent concetning Japan's military aid to south 
Korea. The paper said that the secret document en- 
titled “On Japan’s Defence Policy” points out that 
Japan will provide south Korea with those which ap- 
parently cannot be considered military equipment 
(trucks, communication equipment, etc.) and that 
south Korea will increase its military expenditure 
with an additional income from them. It must have 
been a glad news for the Pak regime in that it would 
alleviate their anxiety. 


Owners of 500,000 Million Won 


South Korea has a population two times larger 
than that of north Korea and the fourth strongest 
army in the world. Why does the Pak regime want to 
rely on Japan’s military power, while eulogizing their 
dazzling economic progress and prosperity? What do 
they fear? There may be different ways to explain 
the reason. Now let me examine the fact that one of 
the reasons why the government does not trust the 
loyalty of the people and the army is the uneven ac- 
cumulation of wealth. 

According to the announcement of the south Ko- 
rean government, the number of households whose 
annual income is under the 96,000 won mark (or 
8,000 won per month) reaches 1.4 million or 24 per 
cent of the total households of the nation. Providing 
that each household consists of five persons, the an- 
nual income of each member is 19,200 won, which 
means less than 50 dollars at the current rate of 
exchange (400 won per dollar). At a time when Ja- 
pan’s annual per capita income exceeds 3,000 dollars, 
approximately a fourth of the south Korean popula- 
tion live with less than 50 dollars a year. 

According to official figures, the pupils who go 
without lunch are 1.2 million throughout the coun- 
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try, or 23 per cent-of the total number of the pupils, 
but in fact, it is considered that the matter is more 
serious. 

The press reports that right in the middle of Se- 
oul poor pupils who cannot buy lunch at schools, 
often commit collective violence against those who 
buy it. 

On. the contrary, there are unimaginably rich peo- 
ple in south Korea. There is a rumour that private 
property of four bureaucrats who are not entreprene- 
urs but are in power, exceeds 50 per cent of the 
amount of money issued by the Central Bank. In 
1970, Li Hu Rak, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, was hard pressed at the National Assembly 
because it was revealed that his property amounted 
to more than 30,000 million won, when the money 
issued by the Central Bank amounted to 180,000 
million won. 


What do the south Korean government officials 
fear? Why are they so afraid of north Korea? I 
needn't give the answer here. 


A Regime Based on Poverty 


According to an investigation conducted by Seoul 
University Medical College in 1967, 32 per cent of 
the householders in Seoul were jobless. The south 
Korean government’s anti-inflation policy is, in the 
linal analysis, to reduce the prices of agricultural 
products. 


In south Korea, the price of rice bought ‘by the 
government has never exceeded the production cost 
of the peasants. Unable to subsist any longer the 
peasants inevitably abandon the farm land and flock 
to towns. In 1960 the population of Seoul was 2.5 
million and in 1972 it stood at 6 million. 


As of January 1970, south Korea’s urban dwellers 
amounted to 41 per cent of the total population. 


The increasing number of those who give up their 
farming and the rapidly snowballing urban unem- 
ployed are a headache for Pak’s regime, but these 
are not unfavourable for them. 


The most important aspect in the economic policy 
of Pak’s regime is the increase of export and the in- 
troduction of foreign capital. This regime regards 
ihe “presence” of foreign capital as the guarantee 
for their military protection. They are seeking the 
key to the increase of export and the induction of 
foreign capital in lower wages. A huge reserve army 
for industry, who cannot complain their wages how- 
ever low, are concentrated in towns, and this is 
highly advantageous to Pak’s government. 


G. Bridenstein, a former exchange professor of 
Yonse University in Seoul, said that Pak’s govern- 
ment intentionally neglected the influx of rural po- 
pulation into towns, which was their policy. 


People have no time to interest themselves in 
politics because of their difficulties of living and 
government employees fear that they will inevitably 
be driven into the worst poverty once they are dis- 
missed. This is also by no means unfavourable for 
the stability of Pak’s regime. On the contrary, the 
Pak government is unique in that it seeks a “‘mass 
foundation” to maintain its power in the people's 
poverty. 


A Far-Reaching Plan 


De Gaulle’s charismatic leadership over the 
French people was in short attributable to the fact 
that he had carried on the resistance movement aga- 
inst the Nazi in the years of national suffering. The 
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French people will not forget his merit in ending the 
colonial war in Algeria. President Pak Jung Hi now 
styles himself ROK’s De Gaulle and compares the 
“October Restoration” with the Fifth French Repub- 
lic. Apparently he has forgotten the fact that he was 
a “Nazi” agent and robbed more than ten thousand 
young people of their lives in US “Algerian war” 
(Vielnam war). No doubt, by amending the French 
Constitution De Gaulle aimed at increasing his pre- 
sidential powers. However, he made public the con- 
{ents of the Constitution, had them thoroughly dis- 
cussed by the nation, and after the opposition had 
been fully expressed, he proceeded with the Constitu- 
tional amendment. And through national referendum 
he asked his people whether they had confidence in 
him or not. De Gaulle had thought of giving up his 
power in case he was defeated in the referendum. 

Pak Jung Hi’s case was different, however. To 
quote an investigation report of the US Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, “until two weeks before the 
national referendum on the constitutional amendment 
almost none of south Koreans, excepting govern- 
ment officials, had had a clear idea about each arti- 
cle of the new Constitution,” and, furthermore, it had 
been prohibited to make any criticism on it; whoever 
ignored this prohibition was threatened with a long- 
term imprisonment. 

On the eve of the referendum Pak Jung Hi black- 
mailed the people, saying that the denial of the con- 
stitutional amendment would be regarded as proof 
that the people had no desire for the reunification 
of the north and south and “other actions will be 
taken”. What the “other actions” meant was un- 
known, but it was clear that even if he was defeated 
in the referendum, he had no intention to resign. For 
De Gaulle’s honour, it is unfair for Pak Jung Hi to 
compare himself with him. The south Korean people 
are not so ignorant as to be unaware of this unfair- 


9. 


hess. Pak Jung Hi had an urge fo attract the people, 
win or lose, by taking some spectacular action. 
Hence that vision of the gross national output value 
reaching 1,000 dollars per capita in 1981. This is a 
mere trick of figures to deceive the people. 

In order to camouflage this Japan’s economic aid 
is indispensable. 

What is Pak Jung Hi going to rely on when the 
people’s resistance is too strong to stand after the 
swindle has been disclosed? It is Japan’s military 
involvement. Pak’s regime is quite certain that Ja- 
pan will come in to defend “her rights and interests” 
brought about by her investment in south Korea. 

It was reported that when he visited Japan in 
June 1973, Kim Jong Pil requested Prime Minister 
Tanaka for Japan’s investment amounting to 50,000 
million dollars for the growth of the heavy and che- 
mical industries in south Korea. 

This huge sum of money is five times greater than 
south Korea’s present gross national output. 

If this capital was actually invested in south Ko- 
rea could south Korea remain south Korea? However, 
the greater the funds, the more favourable to Pak’s 
regime. The certainty of military involvement increa- 
Ses as much. 

On June 23, Pak Jung Hi put forth the “two Ko- 
reas’ policy and launched on the course of perpetuat- 
ing the nation’s division. His intention is to block 
the country’s reunification by filling the Republic of 
Korea with Japan’s power. This is, in fact, aimed at 
“one Korea and one Japan”. 

In its June 16, 1973 editorial entitled “The Orien- 
tation of South Korea’s Heavy Industry and Japan- 
South Korea Cooperation”, Asahi Shimbun warned 
Japan to “act carefully since her aid to south Korea 
and her investment would mean “her cooperation 
with the privileged classes and widen the gap be- 
tween the rich and the poor”. 
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There is nothing wrong in the tone of the edi- 
torial. I think it is true. But I am afraid the key 
point was left out. 

The crux of the matter is that Pak Jung Hi re- 
gards Japan’s investment as the military guarantee 
for his government. Recently there is increasing 
evidence to prove his judgement is quite correct. 


3. Has Japan Undergone a New Birth? 


At a round-table conference between members of 
south Korean National Assembly and Japanese Diet 
held in Tokyo on June 12 this year, Prime Minister 
Tanaka said, “Japan and the Republic of Korea are 
neighbours separated by a narrow strip of water. So, 
I sincerely wish stability and prosperity for the ROK. 
I wish from the bottom of my heart that the dialogue 
between north and south Korea will be brought to a 
successful conclusion and that independent reunifica- 
tion achieved, though this may be accompanied by a 
lot of difficulties.” 

But the current policy of the Japanese govern- 
ment has little to convince us that Japan wants the 
reunification of the Korean peninsula. In the past 
when the Chinese were suffering the pains of tragic 
national division, Japan pursued the policy of aggras 
vating their division and perpetuating their disunity. 
Japan used her influence in arranging the “north- 
south peace conference in Shanghai” in February 
1919 with the professed intention of helping China to 
achieve unity. But, in reality, she concluded behind 
the scenes a secret military agreement, the Japan- 
China Joint Defence Agreement (May 1918), with the 
warlord regime that had already turned a puppet. 
There is no need to say that this military pact which, 
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Japan declared, was to “deal with the danger to the 
peace and security of the Far East”, was designed to 
obstruct the unity of China. 

Is it not reasonable to draw a lesson from this 
historical fact? 

It is difficult to find proof which can convince us 
that today Japan is not pursuing a policy which a- 
mounts to: “The quarrel between north and south 
Korea does no harm to us. Taking advantage of this, 
we must seek our own interests.” 


(From Japanese magazine Sekai, No. 9, 1973) 
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ASPIRATION OF THE SOUTH KOREAN PEOPLE 


by Chong Gyong Mo 


1. Threat from the North 


Kimura Toshio took office of Foreign Minister 
succeeding Mr. Ohira at midnight July 16 (1974). 
The next day already found Mr. Paek Du Jin, the 
former south Korean “Prime Minister”, and his ilks 
paying courtesy call on the new Foreign Minister. 

According to the press report (Yomiuri, July 18, 
1974), Foreign Minister Kimura betrayed his dis- 
satisfaction in the Kim Dae Jung case, saying to the 
south Korean side, “It'd be troublesome if not given 
sincere consideration.” Quite ridiculous was the res- 
ponse of former “Prime Minister” Paek Du Jin, who 
reportedly said, “Too much ado within Japan is 
making the solution rather difficult. By taking sides 
with him, they are leaving him handicapped.” 

What would have become of Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
who was tied to a heavy weight and dragged out 
onto the deck of a hijacker, but for the “much ado” 
in Japan? I am not going to touch on the question 
now confronting the Japanese Government with re- 
gard to the two persons, Messrs. Hayakawa and Ta- 
chikawa, which kept silence on the ‘‘advice” of the 
south Korean government that “a fuss won’t get you 
anywhere.” 

But, Japan is not certainly demanding the 
settlement of the case of Kim Dae Jung, because she 
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is “taking sides” with the individual person himself. 
I think this should be made clear. What Japan is 
taking issue on this point, I believe, is the human 
rights of all foreigners who legally stay in her terri- 
tory and the basic principle of her sovereignty which 
has been encroached upon by south Korea. 

It is quite out of place to regard the developments 
merely as a matter of “taking sides” with a specific 
person, unable to see even the point at issue. It 
shows, in other words, how eagerly Pak Jung Hi 
and his party are requesting Japan to “take sides” 
with Pak Jung Hi himself, I should say. 

Almost everyone in south Korea, though he 
dares not say, must be disgusted with those who have 
something to do with the Pak regime, at their servile 
thinking and ceaseless fawning on Japan. 

Meanwhile, the paper said that Mr. Paek Du Jin 
cited a “concrete case” to prove the “‘threat from north 
Korea” to Foreign Minister Kimura and stressed the 
need to further strengthen friendship between Japan 
and south Korea. The “concrete case” of “threat” 
from the north may be understood to imply the re- 
cent incident (June 28, 1974) in which south Korean 
patrol boat No. 863 was sunk in the East Sea. 

The same source said that the interview took “25 
minutes” in all. So it is questionable how ‘‘concrete- 
ly” Mr. Paek Du Jin could explain to Foreign Minist- 
er Kimura the truth of the case in such a short time. 
To supplement Mr. Paek Du Jin’s account, I would 
like to explain how the south Koreans who, like me, 
have been deprived of the freedom’ of speech in that 
part of the country think of the “threat from the 
north” and how they view the recent “patrol boat in- 
cident” cited as the alleged proof. Justification for 
the wholesale death sentence passed on the suspects 
in the case of the National Federation of Youth and 
Students for Democracy involving ihe two Japanese 
as well as the indictment of the case itself was fram- 
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ed, in the final analysis, with what they call “threat 
from the north”. The Japanese readers are advised 
to have a clear understanding of this point. 

The fact that south Korean patrol boat No. 863 
was sunk by the navy of the north on the morning of 
June. 28 leaves no doubt because it has been confirm- 
ed.both by the northern and southern sides. 

It is quite impossible, however, to judge by the 
announcement of the south Korean side, where the 
ship was located and what it was doing before it was 
sunk. Besides, it did not belong to the south Korean 
navy under US command but was under the control 
of the south Korean ministry of home affairs, and the 
US side also seems to have no information about it. 
The analysis of the south Korean press accounts 
does not bring to light whether or not the northern 
side really presented a “threat” by intruding into 
the waters of the southern side. | 

According to the statement of the south Korean 
defence ministry conveyed by Tonga /lbo (June 29, 
1974), patrol boat No. 863 was sunk “in the waters 
three to five miles north of the Military Demarcation 
Line”. 

But at the outset, it said, the boat was not located 
north of the demarcation line; it was sent to the 
bottom, “forced to the north across the MDL after 
an engagement and desperate fight when attacked 
by a northern patrol craft which attempted to hijack 
it”. 

What, then, was the initial location of the boat? 
The defence ministry said it was 25 miles east off 
Kojin, or 9 miles south of the MDL, that is, within 
the south Korean waters. 

It is usual with the two sides to come out with 
different information about such an incident when- 
ever it occurs, and the Korean News Agency (June 
29, 1974), relaying Radio Pyongyang, said the south 
Korean patrol boat at the opening of the engagement 


15 


was located in the waters “11.3 miles north of Su- 
wondan, or 6.2 miles north of the Military Demarca- 
tion Line,” that is, within the territorial waters of 
the north. 


The accounts of the two sides can hardly serve a 
person who is not an eyewitness as the basis of his 
judgement on which of the arguments is authentic. 
As the saying goes that one is apt to dfaw water to 
one’s own mill, we, south Koreans, are tempted to 
accept the statement of our own side as true and sus- 
pect that the northern side might be making an un- 
founded argument. 


Nevertheless, the statement of Defence Minister 
So Jong Chol made before the Defence Committee of 
the National Assembly on July 1, a statement which 
was very incoherent with his first announcement 
diverted elsewhere our growing suspicion of the liar. 

Minister So testified that at the time of the inci- 
dent the patrol boat was on an escort mission for a 
fishing fleet and that some 400 fishing boats were 
working in the waters at issue. 


Suppose the boat’s initial position was nine miles 
south of the MDL, as alleged by the south Korean 
defence ministry. Then, even if it took a straight 
course from there to the spot three to five miles north 
of the demarcation line where it was sunk, it should 
have covered 12 miles at least. Reportedly, the time 
of encounter was 08:50 and the hour of sinking, a- 
round 10:30. This means the engagement lasted one 
hour and forty minutes. 


If so, how is it that none of the fishermen aboard 
so many ships ever witnessed the battle or heard the 
gun report? 

Kim Su Han, an assemblyman from the New 
Democratic Party (an opposition party), brought up 
this point and attacked Minister So, pressing: him 
with the question, “Was it not a lie that patrol boat 
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No. 863 was on an escort mission for the fishing 
boats?” (Choson Ilbo, July 3, 1974). 

Minister So seemed to have been quite at a loss 
for an answer. He corrected his statement, saying 
that the announcement that the initial location of 
patrol boat No. 863 was 9 miles south of the MDL 
turned out to be wrong as a result of a “full-scale 
investigation” and that a subsequent “reinvestiga- 
tion” proved it to be one mile south of the demarca: 
tion line. 


He did not mention how the “reinvestigation” 
was made. 


Let it go at that. But, an access to the waters one 
mile south of the MDL is strictly forbidden to any 
south Korean fishing vessels. If a south Korean 
fisherman sails up as far as the forbidden waters he 
cannot escape death penalty under the ‘anti-com: 
munist” and other laws, If Minister So’s corrected 
statement is true, the argument that the patrol boat 
was carrying on an escort mission for fishing vessels 
cannot but be doubtful. Minister So was urged to 
make an answer for this point. Utterly embarrassed, 
he gave a mysterious reply: “I myself cannot but feel 
a strong doubt why the patrol boat cruised up as far 
as one mile south of the demarcation line” (Choson 
Ilbo, July 3, 1974). 

In the same reply he also added a correction that 
the patrol boat was sunk not at “three to five miles 
north of the demarcation line” as initially announced 
but, in fact, at ‘6.5 miles north of the demarcation 
line’. This correction was said to be the results of a 
retrospective calculation based on the time the patrol 
boat sent its last message—“approximately 10:30”. 
What a precise electronic computer is available to the 
south Korean navy will be a matter of military secret. 
What formula was applied to deduce the spot of sink- 
ing just from the time of the last transmission—God 
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only knows. All that we earthly people know 1s that 
the northern side announced that the patrol boat 
had been sunk at “6.2 miles north of the demarcation 
line”. 

Was the south Korean patrol boat really on a 
mission to protect a fishing fleet? Is it definitive that 
the initial point of action was in the waters south of 
the demarcation line? It is impossible to form a rea- 
sonable judgement on these questions. But it can be 
affirmed that there seems to be a considerable dis- 
crepancy at least between the facts of this incident 
as well as the so-called “threat” from the north and 
what Mr. Paek Du Jin said (or must have said) to 
Foreign Minister Kimura. 

We, south Koreans, entertain doubts on a num- 
ber of points with regard to the alleged ‘“Paekryong- 
do Island incident” which occurred on the Yellow 
Sea on Feb. 15 (1974). As for the fishing boats “Su- 
won-32” and “Suwon-33”, which were sunk or cap- 
tured as spy ships by the north side, the only “evid- 
ence” the south Korean side could produce against 
the charge of espionage was that “they are outdated 
boats with the maximum speed of three miles an 
hour.’’ For those who suspect that the south Korean 
government deliberately intruded the fishing crafts 
into the territorial waters of the north with a view to 
provoking a conflict (the number of such people is 
certainly no small within and without south Korea), 
the three-mile speed of these ships is extremely in- 
sufficient to “prove” the contrary. Even an outmoded 
ship of one-mile speed, to say nothing of “three 
miles”, will serve the purpose. 

In addition, there are strong suspicions that many 
of the 25 crewmen of the sunken boat were not fish- 
ermen. A certain south Korean journalist said that 
he looked up the addresses of the “fishermen” whose. 
names were open to the public in order to report the 
sorrow of their “bereaved families” and “barbari- 
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ties” of the north but four of the “bereaved families” 
could not be discovered despite all his efforts. 

Was it not about this very state of affairs that 
Kim Ji Ha, a resistant poet, wanted to appeal to the 
people? 

Here is a stanza from the epic: “Outcries of the 
People”: 


That they should benefit the enemy 
To suppress the rising people. 
Enough of the local war 

To tide over a government crisis. 


No one denies the existence of military force in 
the north and its potential menace to the Pak regime. 
If this is the case, it also cannot be denied that a 
powerful military force exists in the south, too, and 
is a potential threat to the north. If this is the mean- 
ing of the “threat”, it is nothing new; it has existed 
between the two sides over the past quarter of this 
century. Why, then, did the Pak regime jail thousands 
of students, put the 77-year-old ex-President on his 
trial and pass death sentence on such a poet as Kim 
Ji Ha who has no weapon but a pen? Is there any 
real “threat from the north” to justify all those acts? 
The answer is definitively negative—‘“‘No”’. 

It is believed that the real crisis with which the 
Pak regime is obsessed lies rather in the fact that 
the cold war is being dispelled and tension relaxed 
as is symbolized in the Sino-US relations. The Pak 
regime should have taken a cool view of the fact that 
such new developments brought about the possibili- 
ties of a decreased US “protective power” and of the 
withdrawal of US troops from south Korea and it 
should have sought for a realistic approach to them. 
It seems, however, that the reverse is the case with 
the Pak regime. Its behaviors now can be likened to 
the fit of a retrogressive lunatic who, from an acute 
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fear of something growing up, clings to his infantile 
habits (for instance, bed-wetting). It is really dan- 
gerous. The Pak regime does not seem at all to 
forget the intense relief it felt when the main force 
of the US seventh fleet assembled in the Bay of 
Wonsan after Pueblo’s capture. Come again, Pueblo. 
This is its secret desire. The Pak regime may possibly 
try to escape its doom by provoking the north and 
inviting the United States to a military conflict. 
This is an actual danger which the Republic in the 
north as well as Japan and the United States must 
seriously deal with. 


2. Tragedy of the “Secondary Economy” 


Having imposed a penalty of 20 years’ imprison- 
ment on both Hayakawa and Tachikawa, Pak Jung 
Hi reportedly dermanded 300 million dollars. of the 
Japanese government as a ransom for their release. 

I think I have a fairly large vocabulary of Ja- 
panese language including vulgarism seldom used 
by cultured people. I recalled every noun and adjec- 
tive descriptive of a man of low character. But I have 
so far failed to find a proper word that can express 
what contempt I, a Korean, am feeling for the “Pre- 
sident” of my own country. Even if you trace back 
through the long history of Korea, you will not find 
such a ruler as this oddity. 

Here is a Korean poem: 


A Spider 


You, a dark-coloured creature 
That fattens on the blood of brothers, 
Spinning webs from twig to twig, 
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And inspiring terror spreading like a fog. 
A clan 

That widens its territory of darkness 

With stares and curses, 

Weaving despotic plots by broad daylight, 
And bringing in corpses at dusk. 


When the world’s in an ominous dream 
Lullabied by the witch, 

You nibble away sparkling stars 

And blot all innocent dreams off this world, 
With the eight claws of yours. 


Although everything’s in rocky desolation 
And everything’s in fathomless darkness, 
The valorous outcries for life, 

Rising with the immense flood of sunrays 
When the day breaks, 

Will herald your doom. 


The author’s name is omitted, but what is burning 
in his heart will need no further explanation. 

In the dark days before the revolution, Chou 
Tso-jen (Lu Hsun’s younger brother) wrote a poem, 
The Sorrow of a Chinese: 


Oh, the sorrow of a Chinese. 
! mean the sorrow of a man born Chinese. 


The poem begins thus and proceeds still in an 
ordinary language, but it has something that appeals 
to the heart of a south Korean, if he has experienced 
a sorrow of life under Pak Jung Hi’s rule. It reminds 
me of an elder of mine from my native place, who, a 
glass of beer in hand, said between sobs, “The south 
Korean students nowadays... differ from those in the 
old days in that they... are full of sorrow....” That 


21 


man-whonr 1 met in-Tokyo couldn’t speak further but 
burst into tears, shaking his shoulders. 

Now back to the point. 

A strange terminology—‘‘the secondary economy” 
—came into being in south Korea. This was coined 
by Pak Jung Hi himself. Its definition is not clear to 
me but it seems to mean the consciousness of ration- 
ality, or the sense of value, needed in providing the 
possibility of development of the economy itself (the 
primary economy). The south Korean government 
has once launched a big propaganda campaign for 
this “secondary economy” 

At first sight this idea seems to meet a Marxian 
view that the. economic basis determines man’s con- 
sciousness. Supposing that the theory of the ‘“‘second- 
ary economy” advocates the primacy of conscious- 
ness in consolidating the basis, what idea shall we 
say it represents? Pak Jung Hi had once studied 
Marx. That was why I understood he had said such 
a thing. 

But now, upon reconsideration, I realize that | 
have been utterly wrong in my judgement. It was a 
stupid misunderstanding on my part, indeed. 

Pak Jung Hi’s idea is that the economy, that is, 
“money-making” alone is of primary importance. He 
regards the rest—ethics, morality, etc.—as second- 
ary only if they can serve the purpose. This will be 
self-evident if we take notice of ‘“‘kisaeng-girl tour- 
ism” for which Pak Jung Hi is crazy. 

The abyss of eventual social degradation being 
worked by this concept of “secondary economy” can 
be measured, I believe, for instance, by the “export 
of children” which is now drawing world’s atten- 
tion. 

South Korea’s export shows an annual increase 
of 30 to 40 per cent. The target for the current fiscal 
year (1974) is set at 4,500 million dollars. Needless 
to say, the actual rate is much lower than that loudly 
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advertised, because the figure includes the export of 
products by the Japanese-run enterprises. Anyway 
it is true that its export is growing. And it also in- 
cludes thousands of stone men, which have kept 
watch by the graves of Koreans. 

But what I am taking 1ssue with here now is not 
the carved stone images but living babies born of 
flesh. 

Formerly there used to be the practice of “baby 
traffic’ in China before revolution; and the story 
goes that babies were sold and bought in time of war 
or famine. It is said that there was even a folksong 
which runs: 


“Pat not a child on the head when put on sale, 
Or you’ll drop tears.” 


In fact mothers used to sit by the wayside crying 
in tearful voice, “Buy my baby.” Nowadays in China 
such is simply an old tale told in “recollection of the 
bitter past and with gratitude for today’s happiness” 
(tkussutien). But such is today’s problem in south 
Korea. 

The United States and Scandinavian countries 
are importing children from south Korea. Outward- 
ly, of course, they are adopting “orphans” into their 
families. According to government figures, the num- 
ber of adopted children who had been sold to foreign 
countries was 452 in 1965. It kept on soaring and 
reached 4,688 last year (1973). But in fact, most of 
them are not orphans. They have their own parents; 
the majority have been sold for money. Of some 
9,000 children, real orphans are said to be no more 
than 20 per cent. Their prices range from 1,200 to 
12,000 dollars. Now there is a worldwide shortage 
in the supply of infants, and south Korea is said to 
have become a chief supplier for “children’s mark: 
ets” (Japan Times, July 4, 1974). 
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Such a human traffic would be impossible with- 
out connivance on the part of the south Korean gov- 
ernment. Well, how much has the Pak regime earned 
by exporting the children of his own country? I hope 
you will understand how eagerly south Korea is 
craving. for the advent of “ikussutien”’. 

Strangely enough, the system of Pak Jung Hi’s 
“secondary economy” is stirring up interest in the 
“export” of human beings. There had also been a 
troop dispatch to Viet Nam, by which he earned some 
1,000 million dollars. The annual income from the 
“export of service” in which kisaeng-girls are utilized 
to entertain Japanese amounts to some 200 million 
dollars. The export of workers to Okinawa, which 
was-once stagnant, encountered with the opposition 
from Sohyo (the General Council of Japanese Labour 
Unions), seems to be in smooth progress now. The 
first group of.300 Korean workers was sent to Okina- 
wa in October last year. From now, many more'-will 
be. sent. The Pak regime is also watching for a 
chance to “participdte’ in the development of Sibe- 
ria for which negotiations are now under way _be- 
tween Japan and the Soviet Union. Of course, the 
alleged “participation” implies the sending of day 
labourers. As for the south Korean labourers to be 
dispatched to Siberia on the plausible pretext of 
“participation”, it is doubtful whether it should real- 
ly differ in any way from “taking people away under 
police escort” as practised in the days of Japanese 
imperialist rule. 

During World War II Japan’s coal mines were 
maintained by Korean draftees. The tragical wounds 
got at that time have not yet healed. Nevertheless, 
developments show that most of the West German 
collieries are now worked by south Korean pitmen. 
This is the outcome of the policy of the Pak regime 
which is enthusiastic about the ‘export of manpower” 
But the tragedy of south Koreans would remain un- 
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changed even if the land of Japan were replaced 
with that of West Germany. Why shouldn't they cut 
coal in their own land? 

Furthermore, the Pak regime is “exporting” large 
numbers of nurses to different countries. Supposing 
that a nurse school turns out a hundred graduates a 
year, those who remain in south Korea will be less 
than ten per cent of them. The same is true of docr 
tors. Oddly enough, more and more south Korean 
doctors are undertaking medical service for doctor- 
less villages in Japan. 


This, however, should not be construed as mean- 
ing that south Korea has more doctors and nurses 
than necessary. 

None of the south Korean farm villages is provid- 
ed with doctors, and no “provificial-run” hospitals in 
local towns are fully staffed with medical personnel. 
The devastated countryside and local towns are not 
economically capable of paying the required service 
fees. As a natural consequence, doctors are compell- 
ed to flock to Seoul. Even in Seoul, it is said, only 15 
per cent of its six million population or less can 
afford their medical expense. It is of daily occurrence 
that pregnant women and critically sick babies have 
to die outside hospital doors, denied treatment be- 
cause they cannot pay a ‘sum of 50,000 to 100,000 
won in advance. It is nothing but a tragedy that 
south Korea as such should “export” doctors and 
nurses in large numbers. This illustrates one of the 
evils in south Korean society which is rotten to the 
core. 

Let me introduce another poem. 

A south Korean coal miner who has been “ex- 
ported” to West Germany is caught in a cave-in and 
gets his leg broken. He is carried into a hospital 
where he happens to be attended by a Korean nurse 
who has also been drifted into West Germany by the 
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waves of manpower export. She has been overworked 
and mistreated and, still worse, violated by many 
German officials who took advantage of her difficul- 
ty in getting a permit for residence. When brought 
face to face with each other by this unhappy destiny 
the two fellow countrymen—the crippled miner and 
the downtrodden nurse—burst into bitter tears cach 
for their own grief. This grievous event unique to 
south Korea is described in a poem from “German 
Selected Poems’’, which has been carried in the Feb- 
ruary issue of magazine Hanyang published in Ko- 
rean language, and which I now quote: 


In this strange ward of German land 
Across oceans from our homeland 

I first meet by accident 

You, maiden nurse from south Korea. 


Poor maiden, tell me, please, 

Why you're so grieved to tears 

At a man’s lot, whose leg’s been crushed 
In the jaws of a rockfall. 


You tell me you wept all night 

In a shower of abuses 

Hurled at by the old head nurse 

When you'd nosebleeding from exhaustion 
And stained the snowy sheet with blood. 


Your fears’ve allayed my wound and pain; 
But tied in an invisible chain 

And even forced to go by a German name 
You can’t banish your own sorrow. 

What a pity, poor lass! 


The rest of the poem is dedicated to the descrip- 
tion of their miserable plight and their determination 
to revenge. The last stanza reads: 
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This is the wrath of all our fellow countrymen, 
To say nothing of us two. 

A dirk is being sharpened 

In our bitterly crying hearts 

That have pledged to wreak vengeance. 


The sorrow of the south Koreans is the product 
of the “secondary economy”; it is by no means the 
sorrow of people who were born Koreans. It is a 
noble virtue of the Korean nation that they do not 
blame their ancestors. Certainly south Koreans will 
not regard their own forefathers as their enemy. 


3. Pak Jung Hi’s Miscalculation 


What Pak Jung Hi brought forward to justify his. 
lifelong despotic rulership following the proclama- 
tion of the “revitalization system”, boils down to the 
following two points. 

One is that no one but he will be able to “build a 
strong anti-communist bulwark” and cope with the 
“threat from the north’, and the other is that if he 
quits, the successful ‘‘economic progress” achieved 
with great effort will interrupt and come to naught. 

On this premise he asserted that whoever criti- 
cizes the current system be wiped out with capital 
punishment, no matter what method of criticism he 
may use—be it a simple demonstration or an expres- 
sion of will by means of pen. 

In advancing this two-point proposition, Pak 
Jung Hi, I believe, made a serious miscalculation 
which affects his own fate. 

In the first place, he fails to understand that his 
anti-communist proposition is an anachronism which, 
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against his will, will be rebuffed by the United 
States. 

The first slogan he put up following his military 
coup in 1961 was to build up a strong anti-communist 
system. Ever since, anti-communism has been given 
top priority in the “Republic of Korea’s”’ state policy; 
it has been the reason for the existence of the “ROK” 
This means that if communism did not exist, there 
would be no need for the existence of the “ROK” 
For a state’s doctrine this may be said to be too 
crude. 

When lending a hand to set up the “ROK”, the 
United States, the mother who gave it birth, made 
it the chief aim to use south Korea as a fortress for 
anti-communism. From this point of view, it might 
be reasonable that Pak Jung Hi adopted anti-com- 
munism as priority state policy at that time. 

As of 1961 the United States and south Korea 
had the same stake in ‘opposing communism”. Today, 
however, things are different. What the United States 
is now after is détente, not at least increased tension 
marked with high-pitched anti-communist ideology. 
The anti-communist policy of the Pak regime which 
has been particularly stepped up recently may even 
pose threat to the interests of the United States. 

For that matter, one might preferably refer to the 

attitude of the United States which threw Syngman 
Rhee overboard after the April 19 Students’ Upris- 
ing. 
When the angry voices of the students and other 
people pressed Syngman Rhee to step down, the US 
embassy in Seoul lost no time in issuing a statement 
which made it clear to disassociate itself with Syng- 
man Rhee, saying that the demand was based on 
their “justifiable grievances”. 

Here is a famous episode: On the day (April 27) 
when Syngman Rhee was decidedly ousted, the then 
US Ambassador McConaughy, a good pianist, was 
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in jubilance, playing Beethoven’s Appassionata, F 
Minor, far into the night. 

As a matter of course, Syngman Rhee collapsed 
under the pressure of the students’ uprising. But the 
fact that the United States threw him away, echoing 
with the outcries of the students, cannot be neglected 
here. 

Why then did the United States dismiss Syngman 
Rhee? For the United States which was involving it- 
self in the Vietnam war in those days, the “normali- 
zation” of Japan-South Korea relations was its press- 
ing demand. However, it could hardly expect ade- 
quate cooperation from Syngman Rhee, a die-hard 
anti-Japanese proponent. It can be said that Syng- 
man Rhee committed a gross blunder, when viewed 
from his greed for power. 

Certainly the same mistake is now being made 
by Pak Jung Hi. The aggravation of tension under 
the uplifted banner of anti-communism is not 
what the United States is now seeking for. It stands 
in a crying need of a chance for an “honourable 
withdrawal” from south Korea in the near future. 

In south Korea the anti-communist fuss which 
calmed down for a while after the announcement of 
the July 4 Joint Statement is now being quickly 
kicked up again. On June 25 (1974) which marked 
the 24th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean 
war, President Pak went so far as to bluster that 
“Communism is the worst evil that neglects the 
dignity of men,” and that “Communists are the ene- 
my with whom we cannot live under the same sky” 
(Hanguk Ilbo, June 26, 1974). 

Whether or not this creed of his can stand to 
reason or he himself is committing a crime infring- 
ing upon human dignity is another question. What _I 
would like to point out is whether Pak Jung Hi’s 
anti-communist agitation is really in harmony with 
today’s interests of the United States. 
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No matter what Pak Jung Hi did, the United 
States public were indifferent to the Korean question. 
Recently, however, they are raising voices denounc- 
ing Pak Jung Hi, as if they were suddenly awaken- 
ed. And these voices are even trenchant. Unlike the 
Japanese press which shuns a blunt criticism out of 
Oriental sense of etiquette, the US public criticism 
against Pak Jung Hi sounds surprisingly bitter. 

Illustrative of this is Prof. Gregory Henderson's 
article published in the June 20th (1974) issue of 
Christian Science Monitor. He was once a cultural 
attaché to the US embassy in south Korea and is now 
teaching at the Tufts University: he is well-informed 
of south Korea. He was scathingly critical when he 
denounced Pak Jung Hi as a sneak who survived by 
betraying people all his life which was condemned 
by his own personal history, and when he added. that 
if there was a man who had not been betrayed by 
this traitor, he was the Emperor of Japan. 

I am not writing this essay for the sake of 
denouncing Pak Jung Hi; in order to help clear 
understanding of what is meant below, I would like 
to introduce what Prof. Henderson said: 

What an untrustworthy man Pak Jung Hi is is illu- 
strated by his own record. 

First: Having pledged his allegiance to the US 
military government, he served as an officer of the 
constabulary forces from 1946 to 1948. He broke his 
pledge by rising in a communist revolt (the Ryosu 
Incident in 1948). | 

Second: He swore to bear the responsibility of 
defending the legal government of south Korea and 
served as a south Korean army officer from 1950. 
He renounced his allegiance by staging a military 
coup in 196]. 

_ At the inauguration of his presidency in 1963, he 
took an oath of defending the constitution which he 
himself had drafted (in 1962). 
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However, in 1972 the constitution was violated 
(by the martial law) and the oath broken. 

He put Mr. Kim Dae Jung on trial, breaking his 
promise which he had given to Japanese Foreign 
Minister. 

There was one man, if any, to whom he had 
remained allegiant, and this was the Emperor of 
Japan. As one of the Imperial Army soldiers Pak 
had fought against the Allied Forces and remained 
loyal to Japan until he was deprived of his post 
by the Allied Forces in 1945. 

The fact that such sharp criticisms of Pak Jung 
Hi are voiced in the United States can be explained 
for the present and without mistake by their indigna- 
tion at his suppression of human rights. In this 
respect the US government also seems to take more 
frigid attitude towards him as never before. A mes- 
sage sent to the Congress by the US State Depart- 
ment (on the question of human rights in the ROK, 
dated June 28, 1974) was said to include concrete 
instances illustrating Pak Jung Hi’s harsh suppres- 
sion of human rights and free speech and the com- 
plaints of the US government authorities against 
the terror-ridden rule of the Pak regime (Yomiuri 
Shimbun, July 22, 1974). 

Such phenomenon is not common in the United 
States. So long as its own interests are not harmed, 
the United States seldom criticizes or reproaches the 
governments or government authorities of its client 
states for their inhumane repression, no matter how 
it is rampant. | | 

Noteworthy is the fact that such high-pitched 
voices are raised against Pak Jung Hi both by the 
public at large and the government of this country. 
In other words, it can be said that the United States 
and Pak Jung Hi are already divergent in their pur- 
suits. The farther Pak Jung Hi goes against com- 
munism, the wider the gap will grow. And the more 
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the divergence becomes evident, the harder Pak Jung 
Hi will try to draw the United States into the crisis 
of his own making. This is dangerous to the United 
States, and the latter probably feels the danger. 


It is no exaggeration to say that Pak Jung Hi de- 
clared himself bankrupt with his own mouth when 
he said, “Communists are the enemy with whom we 
cannot live under the same sky.” 

The process of his self-destruction caused by his 
anachronism has already begun. 


In the second place, Pak Jung Hi made a wrong 
evaluation of the “secondary economy”. He does not 
seem to have noticed yet that his own evaluation and 
that of the people are quite contrary. 

The regular session of the south Korean National 
Assembly is held on September 20, every year. As 
of now, that is, the end of July, the south Korean 
government is not in a position to draft a supple- 
mentary budget to be submitted to the National As- 
sembly session; it has no financial resources. 


It has not paid salaries to the local officials for 
three months now. 

Probably, in an effort to find a way out of the 
crisis, the Pak regime imposed 20-year prison sen- 
tence on Hayakawa and Tachikawa and is demanding 
a ransom of 300 million dollars from the Japanese 
government. As a Korean I am so ashamed and in- 
dignant that I feel as if my blood were in a reverse 
circulation. Anyway, it is evident, I should say, that 
Pak’s “secondary economy” is in a blind alley. We 
south Koreans are now heaping curses on the “se- 
condary economy” advertised by Pak Jung Hi, not 
because we require anything particular or luxurious. 

All that we want is minimum conditions neces- 
sary for a minimum of decency that a nation ought 
to have in the community of mankind. 

We want to build an economic system that will 
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not “export” the children born in our land nor compe! 
our young sisters to sell their chastity to foreigners. 

We do not want to see our people slave for other 
countries but desire that they will be able to sweat 
for a better future of their country, full of hope and 
joy. 

We crave for a society where medical care is free 
to everyone and no one has to die a tragic death 
knocking at the door of a hospital because he cannot 
afford the medical expense. 


To this end, we demand that an end be put to the 
current system under which our doctors and nurses 
have to go to Japan or West Germany, leaving alone 
their ailing fcllow countrymen. 


Chinese character “4x” (kyol) means deficiencies, 
i.e, debts which hold people in bondage of servitude. 
Both individual’s ‘“‘poverty” and social “defects” 
which foil man’s happiness seem, after all, to stem 
from servitude. In a word, the south Korean society 
today is a “defective” society. 

We south Koreans demand a social system in 
which we can live an honourable life without beg- 
ging for money bowing obsequiously to Japanese, 
Americans or anyone else even if we were to have 
two meals a day instead of three meals. There is 
little need to say more about the impudence to put 
guiltless foreigners in jail and demand money for 
their redemption. 


The above-mentioned minimum demand of us 
south Koreans and the concept of the “secondary 
economy” encouraged by Pak Jung Hi are incompa- 
tible with each other. However, Pak Jung Hi himself 
says that the “secondary economy” is everything and 
any opposition to this is a crime which deserves 
capital punishment. 

Suffering from the havoc wrought by the “secon- 
dary economy”, the south Koreans are now grinding 
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a “dagger of vengeance” in their minds. But Pak 
Jung Hi is deaf to the sound of grinding. 

In addition, I would like to say a few words about 
the wrong view of the Japanese government before 
I conclude my essay. 

In his essay “The Morality of Intervention” con- 
tributed to the magazine Pleasure in 1859, J. Stuart 
Mill, a famous scholar of the 19th century, said: A 
government which needs foreign aid to suppress its 
own people logically denies its own existence. Foreign 
aid is, in the final analysis, nothing but sympathy 
shown by one despotism’ towards another. 

I do not mean to say that the Japanese govern- 
ment is despotic. But Mill’s comment on the govern- 
ment, which cannot support itself but needs foreign 
aid to put down its own people, still remains true. 

What is the genuine national interests of Japan? 
It will not be in the national interests of Japan to 
help Pak Jung Hi in his inhumane repression only 
to find herself condemned as an accomplice by the 
Korean people. Japan must not make herself a target 
of the dagger of vengeance hidden in the hearts of 
the Korean people. 

Now is the time for the Japanese government ‘to 
seek the way to a true reconciliation between the two 
nations. Danger is already imminent. 


(From Japanese magazine Sekai, No. 9, 1974) 
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A MUDDY ROAD 
(Reports from South Korea) 


by T.K. 


Hearing in Camera 


A report of August 8, 1974 


One who wants to write about some topic may 
feel uneasy about the gaps between the material, his 
view of it, and his writing ability. At present I have 
many topics to write about. Often as I sit at my desk 
to write, I feel I am not equal to the task, and am 
deeply vexed. I feel the same about the struggle of 
our comrades in courts and prisons. At present ac- 
cess to their families is difficult. So, although I want 
to write a lot about the present developments my 
writing cannot but be restricted in many ways. In 
addition, there is my inability to express myself fully. 

I presume that “Facts Gleaned from the De- 
fendants’ Families Who Attended the Trial” circu- 
lated in Korean and English has been widely 
read. Here I would like to refer to the persecution 
their families suffered subsequently. 

The mothers of poet Mr. Kim Ji Ha and theolo- 
gical student Mr. Li Gwang Il were taken to the 
CIA, where they were interrogated with regard to 
the above-mentioned two-page document. They were 
beaten hard till they swooned. Four interrogators 
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wete assigned to a woman who was in hospital. An- 
other woman taken to the police station was ques- 
tioned by ten cobs all through the night. Then, the 
police dragged them around, questioning their rela- 
tives about their whereabouts during and after the 
trial. One of the women fainted from exhaustion. 

Several women suffered the same pains. The hos- 
pital nurses who attended them wept to hear about 
their mishap. They wanted to keep them in the hos- 
pital and let them have a few winks. But the women 
were again taken away by the police. The only kind 
treatment they received after that was a few hours’ 
rest on the desks of the inquiry room of the police 
station. By goading and tormenting them the police 
intended to prevent them from telling what they had 
heard in court. The police has tried to find out the 
typewriter used for the making of the document, but 
in vain. | 

Whenever I witness these inhuman acts commit- 
ted these days by the agents of power, I come to recall 
the days of the Korean war. At that time, when the 
soldiers came across the refugees wandering in 
groups, they often perpetrated beastly outrage on 
them. I recalled the words of old timers: they are as 
meek as lambs towards foreigners, but as ferocious 
as wolves towards their own people. 

They must have said so probably for their own 
lesson. How can those who so dearly love their own 
children be so cruel to others’ children? Is this the 
professional character of the army, police and CIA? 

Of late, trials without the presence of their fa- 
milies and lawyers have become a common practice. 
The dates for trials are not notified. So, about eight 
o’clock every morning the families of the accused 
have to go to the courthouse and wait till the list 
of names to be tried that day is announced. If the 
names of their own or their acquaintances’ husbands 
or sons are in the list, they hurry back to let the fa- 
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milies and lawyers know. Sometimes, you can sce 
people arrive too late and shed tears, catching sight 
from afar of the backs of their dear ones who are 
walked away after trial. 

Here is a brief instance. It happened on the day 
when some ten students were tried. Their fathers or 
mothers went to the front yard of the military tri- 
bunal. There they found on a blackboard the prisoner 
numbers of their children. Trial had already begun. 
Through earnest entreaties, they were barely admit- 
ted into the courtroom. In the four-hours long trial 
the students did not deny their opposition to the 
“renovation”. Writings, a mimeograph and state- 
ments were produced as evidence. The judge asked 
the accused if they would repeat the offense after 
release. Some answered they would refrain. But most 
of them declared: ‘“‘We cannot say we shall not repeat 
it in future.” As if to finally confirm it, the judge 
shouted: “Will you repeat it?” At this the majority 
of the accused said: “Nothing to say in answer.” 

The first trial ended thus. The day for the next 
trial was not announced. And sentences would be 
passed that day. 

The military tribunal tries a case only in two or 
three days. All the trials proceed according to the 
instructions of the CIA. It is said that Pak Jung Hi 
himself decides on the amount of punishment for 
each case and sends a note to the CIA. Otherwise 
he cannot feel easy. They say he used to tell foreign- 
ers that there was an attempt on his life. It may be 
due to this delusion of persecution that he has a 
direct hand in the military trials. 

The second trial began. There was a lawyer sit- 
ting at the bar. He was not the one the families of 
the accused had engaged. The families seated in the 
back rows whispered that the man might not be a 
lawyer but an agent of a certain organization. The 
lawyer they had adopted did not even know that the 
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court was then silting. Very often cases are tried 
without the attendance of the parents or wives of 
the accused. Sometimes the judge asks the accused 
whether they need lawyers. There are cases when the 
accused answer they need not. Then the chief judge, 
feeling himself highly flattered by his own “fairness” 
to be able to conduct a “fair trial” even without the 
attendance of a lawyer, nods his head with “All 
right”. What a queer sort of trial having “no equal 
throughout the world’! They ‘execute laws” in a 
strange way like this. 

Recently I have received a document of six or 
seven pages. It is a report written by the students 
who have gone underground, which contains stories 
of several people including Kim Ji Ha who had re- 
ceived a death sentence which was later commuted 
to life imprisonment. 

In its first part the report historically summa- 
rized the students’ movement against Pak Jung Hi. 
Referring to the demonstrations against the Japan- 
ROK talks after 1965, the report says: 

“At that time the students expressed the fear that 
Japan would gain economic control over south Ko- 
rea. Hasn’t it become a reality now? Afterwards, the 
students rose and fought in the struggles against 
‘irregularities and corruption’, ‘fraudulent election’, 
the presidential election for the third term in 1969, 
the introduction of military drills in schools, and 
also criticized and struggled against the fraudulent 
election in 1971. These struggles were an expression 
of the ‘unanimous voice of the people demanding a 
reform’. We can say so because in the prevailing 
situation at that time ‘there was no one but the stud- 
ents who could voice opposition’. Their struggles, 
however, ended with the helpless voice lamenting 
‘their own impotence’ against Pak’s brutal force. 

“*Pak’s politics is disliked by all the south Koreans. 
And the masses have always availed themselves of 
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all the possibilities for struggle’. lt was in this si- 
tuation that under the name of ‘October renovation’ 
the Constitution for one-man dictatorship was insti- 
tuted in the autumn of 1972. One year later, the stu- 
dents cried out for the ‘restoration of democracy’, 
‘abolition of the repressive Constitution’ ”. 

The repert further points out that in those days 
the Pak regime made an unusual concession and 
thus came a so-called era of dialogue, a period of 
temporary thawing. It was but momentary. Soon a 
presidential emergency measure was taken. The re- 
port then refers to the subsequent preparations for 
fresh demonstrations as follows: 

“Thus arrived the spring stage of 1974. Their 
movement in 1973 had awakened them to the impor- 
tance of cooperation between universities. Represen- 
tatives from major schools met and secretly worked 
out a plan. But the CIA was too powerful and well- 
organized. 

“Some of the student leaders were arrested and 
put to torture. This enabled the CIA to obtain ade- 
quate information about a large-scale demonstration 
due on April 3 and take countermeasures. The CIA 
and police rushed in before the demonstration start- 
ed, even before the students assembled. 

“Only two or three universities succeeded in tak- 
ing action, but the police force was too superior to 
us. Over 1,300 students were taken into custody. They 
were not allowed even to have communication with 
their parents and lawyers. Many were cudgelled and 
tortured.” 

The report also points out the process of the CIA’s 
fabrication that the students actually attempted to 
make a communist revolution under the name of the 
“National Federation of Youth and Students for Dem- 
ocracy’. The CIA involved in this case other groups 
and individuals that were a menace to its authority. 

It unjustly branded those persons who were said 
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to be members of the progressive “People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party” as the prime movers of the case. Two 
Japanese liberalists were added to the list. All the 
leaders of the South Korean Federation of Christian 
Students were prosecuted on a charge of having 
connection with Communists. 

The report gives detailed accounts of the family 
backgrounds, careers, religious beliefs of the seven 
persons who were sentenced to death, as well as their 
relations with the student movements. Then it draws 
the following conclusion: 

“Tt is said that the CIA is going to put the seven 
persons to death. It brands them as enemies of the 
state, Communists, who had made an attempt at a 
sanguinary revolution. As a matter of fact, these 
seven persons are people representing the various 
strata of the entire people of this country. They hail 
from rich families, the middle classes or poor fa- 
milies. Among them are Catholics, Buddhists, Pro- 
testants and nonbelievers. But all of them have a 
career of political activities. They conducted their 
activities, expressing the concern of the students and 
general public over the corruption and tyranny of 
the ruling circles. Their meetings and action pro- 
grammes had nothing to do with the alleged “san- 
guinary coup d’etat’”’. They insisted on a reform and 
demanded democratic liberties. They had never ad- 
vocated communism. The CIA held on to its hys- 
terical anti-communist prejudices in dealing with the 
acts of those who had rightly expressed their concern 
over the future of the country. The alleged commun- 
ist plot is a fiction fabricated by the government 
which is fearful of its people.” | 

Pak Jung Hi’s deception of the people has at 
last reached its limit. Then, how does he keep up 
his rule in the teeth of the people’s strong resistance? 
The report adduces three causes. Firstly, he has been 
tactful in using the army since the military coup. 
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Secondly, he receives financial aid from the Japanese 
government and capitalists. Of course, the aid of the 
United States and international organizations, too, 
must be taken into account. Thirdly, he takes advan: 
tage of the people’s fear of communism in maintain- 
ing his power. “People who make any attempt to 
change the present state of things for the better are 
branded as Communists, arrested, flogged and tor- 
tured, whoever they may be. The pretext is the so- 
called threat of aggression from the north. The brand 
of communism serves Pak as a useful instrument.” 

In this part, the report points out that the pre- 
sidential emergency measure which provides for the 
application of punishment up to death penalty had 
really been prepared before the April 3rd demonstra- 
tion. It says: “The fact that the measure was an- 
nounced so quickly on that evening proves that it 
had in effect been worked out before the start of the 
demonstration.” And the CIA, too, had completed its 
script in advance so as to brand the unsuccessful 
demonstration as a “communist-inspired bloody rev- 
olution.” As for the process of the trial, the report 
says: 

“Everything, either prosecution or trial, is a fab- 
rication. Military men are acting as judges on the 
orders of the CIA and President Pak. The statements 
the accused were forced to make during the torture 
are taken up as true in court as they are. All the 
accused declare that they were compelled to make 
false statements, but they are not heard. No witness 
appears in the court. The prosecutors keep the witnes- 
ses at hotel and produce before the court their tape- 
recorded testimony as evidence. The lawyers protest 
strongly against the farcical trials in order to defend 
the rights of the accused. But they themselves are 
not immune from apprehension. One of them was ar- 
rested under the anti-communist law.” 

The passages concerning the future prospects, 
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which can be Socata as the conclusion of the report, 
are made up of very heroic remarks, -which run as 
follows: 

“President Pak and his rule is a recurrence of 
the power of the bygone ages. We'll never copy after 
the past. We are going to take a new path, building 
a new society for the benefit of our country. The 
harsher the oppression becomes, the firmer our re- 
solution grows to oppose the dictatorship. 

“Our deeds and words are different from those 
of a few impetuous persons or radical elements. We 
represent the deeds and words of the vast majority 
of the students and our people. 

“Our action is a means for heightening the awa- 
reness and consciousness of our people. In oppres- 
sing us, the government will eventually raise this 
consciousness level and hasten its own end. 

“Having received a death sentence, a student 
said to the judge of the military tribunal: ‘It is unjust 
that I suffer death on the falsé charge of being a 
Cominunist. But I am prepared for death. History 
will tell the truth.’ 

“We are all ready to die. Dictators cannot be 
ousted by a lawful means. Law is one with President 
Pak’s orders or with the CIA’s ferocity. Our death 
and our imprisonment—this alone will be able to set 
the people into motion and build up strength to expel 
the dictator. Our new society is being created in our 
prison.” 

The spirits of young prisoners are sky-high. The 
wall of a cell is incised by someone with the follow- 
ing inscription: “We would rather die than yield to 
the enemy.” They have learned much about the prison 
life. They maintain contacts and exchange informa- 
tion with one another. Unwarrantable acts on the 
part of the prison guards are often answered by col- 
jective hunger strikes. Theological students make 
Crosses of the materials on hand and hide them in 
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their hair. When a chance comes, they present them 
to their comrades to encourage them. The more people 
are imprisoned, the more vigorous their mutual sup- 
port and struggle in prison will become. They believe 
that their release will come only when Pak’s regime 
is overthrown. 


A Recollection 


Today is the first anniversary of Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung’s abduction in Tokyo by the CIA. After the oc- 
currence of the incident some people openly insisted 
that the abduction of Mr. Kim Dae Jung by a gang 
of villains at a big hotel in the Japanese capital in 
broad daylight was not a serious matter. Some Ja- 
panese statesmen encouragingly said that the Re- 
public of Korea was a democratic state no matter 
what events took place there. There were also people 
who believed that the ROK-Japan relations could be 
improved through skilful “political solution” of the 
Kim Dae Jung issue. But, contrary to them, there 
were people who, pointing to the dismal reality of 
south Korea, expressed anxiety about the ROK-Japan 
relations which were coming to the worst. Today, 
after one year, we need to judge who took a correct 
view of history. At last, two Japanese were thrown 
into jail. It must be said that not a few people take a 
too short-sighted view of history. 

Hasn’t Japan now got stuck in the mud in her 
relations with south Korea? To keep company with a 
gang of scoundrels means trudging endlessly in the 
mire. The farther she goes, the deeper she will fall 
in the mire. Who on earth are true friends of the 
Japanese? Is it not that true friends are not those 
who are hand in glove with them, but those who offer 
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constructive criticism? If the Japanese businessmen 
continue to think that the tyranny of the Pak regime 
is “good” to their immediate interests, they cannot 
get out of the mire for ever. People in prison think 
that the overthrow of the Pak regime is indispensable 
for the recovery of their lost freedom. Is it not also 
right to think that Japan will have right relations 
with south Korea only after the overthrow of the Pak 
regime? The Pak regime will drag Japan deeper into 
the mire. Two Japanese have been put into jail, and 
who knows what will happen in the future? The ROK 
pe outrageous act against Japan seems to 
ave influenced her people. 

Whoever does not respect himself cannot be re- 
spected by others. People consider that in dealing 
with the Kim Dae Jung incident the Japanese govern- 
ment pursued its own economic interests rather than 
protecting human rights. The two Japanese have been 
arrested for a trivial offense, but the Japanese gov- 
ernment has not taken a firm attitude. The Kim Dae 
Jung incident must have brought about a_ great 
change not only in the political situation in south 
Korea. Can’t it be said that the incident has disclosed 
the true face of the Japanese politics before the world 
public? And it must be correct to say that along with 
the swift collapse of the Pak regime the inside of 
the Japanese politics has been fully revealed. The 
Japanese statesmen seem to be fools who do not give 
the slightest heed to the problem of building a Japan 
that commands international respect. 

Of late newspapers have started to report various 
events little by little. They reported a bit about the 
five foreigners who visited south Korea from Japan 
and the United States for the purpose of giving sup- 
port to Mr. Kim Ji Ha and other democratic person- 
ages and filing a protest with the ROK government. 
This was something new. People are now more in- 
terested in small articles of newspapers than in 
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articles with big headlines. For they tell the truth and 
give them encouragement. 

It is anyhow a strange phenomenon that such an 
article has appeared. Oppression has now become 
chronic. So it seems that the press is raising its voice 
little by little. A newspaper, if critical to some extent, 
would try to take advantage of such a chance. If this 
grows with time, there will be another explosion of 
a bomb such as the special measure. In fact the offi- 
cials and the investigation organs of south Korea get 
into action only when commands are shouted by their 
superiors. They do not believe at all in the justness 
of what they are doing. When there are less shouts 
from above, some of them make eyes at the people 
begging their pardon and tend to cooperate with 
them. This may be one of the reasons for the slightly 
brisk activities of the press these days. 

The ROK government is very much apprehensive 
of the articles of foreign journalists. The CIA is so 
anxious to find out those who offered material for 
articles printed in foreign newspapers. But many 
south Koreans go and meet foreign correspondents 
at all risks. They offer them a great deal of infornmia- 
tion and tell them about their sufferings. 

And they want to read the newspapers. which 
carry articles based on the material they have offer- 
ed. If such an article is cut out and given them, it 
will be the best present to them. They read it and 
pass it to their friends. A man who read a newspaper 
clipping said this to me: 

“I will show it to my friends. I must offer more 
material. When they come to know that the world 
is showing such an appreciation of the south Korean 
struggle for democratization, all of them will confirm 
their determination to fight more vigorously and 
join the ranks of struggle.” 

He is a leading member of a certain newspaper. 
Yet I was told that he had no access to a single for- 
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eign newspaper criticizing the Pak regime. The news- 
paper office has a department outside CJA control. 
The cadres of this department -are allowed to read 
publications on north Korea, which the general pub- 
lic is prohibited to read. These days communist pub- 
lications pour into this department almost without 
restriction. But not a single book or article which 
criticizes the government. To my question if it got 
the magazine Sekai, the answer was that it had 
none since October last year. He added that the 
Japanese newspapers were distributed with many 
articles smeared away. And of late whole pages are 
often torn off because such articles take up too much 
space. As a result, many numbers of Japanese news- 
papers have nothing but their covers. Lamenting over 
the fact, he went on to say in a whisper: 

“We have long since stopped writing a diary, be- 
cause there are many instances of being arrested 
because of diaries. Letters, papers and, occasionally, 
books have to be burned up. So, this makes it very 
hard: to study into the days of Japanese imperialist 
tule. No reliable diary and material are available. 
In the future when historians want to write about to- 
day they will certainly encounter the same difficul- 
ties. They will have to tour other countries to get 
material on the history of the Republic of Korea....” 

I showed him a number of the Sekai. Glancing 
through a documentary article entitled “The Case of 
Abduction of Mr. Kim Dae Jung’, he said: “I am 
quite unaware of this event being so well-known 
abroad.” Then he added: “This is a valuable material. 
Basing myself on it, I have got to think again of 
how to bring about the end of the Pak regime.” 

When I thought that our scholars would have to 
visit Japan and obtain “evidence” and “material” in 
order to grasp the truth of this dark, modern history, 
my heart sank low. 

Lastly, I would like to tell. what a leader of the 
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student movement told me when he called on me 
yesterday. According to him, the number of the 
arrested is far greater than it is known to the public. 
At present about 60 per cent of the student leaders 
are in prison. Of the rest (40 per cent), 15 per cent 
have taken refuge, but are being searched for by the 
police. Ten per cent have sensed danger and escaped. 
The rest, 15 per cent, are still considered to be in 
safety. 

Of course, many of the safe ones are under police 
watch and often taken to the police stations. They 
are placed under constant surveillance. A rumour is 
afloat that there may be another sweeping roundup. 
It is entirely by chance that they have escaped arrest 
in the present situation. There is no set rule for 
arresting or imprisoning. A  superior’s spasmodic 
shout “Arrest them” is enough to get his subordi- 
nates to seize people at random. If only there is the 
word from above “Leave that guy alone”, then the 
man will be safe for the time being. 

After April 3, a wholesale combing arrest started. 
Not only those who had been active on the surface 
but also those who had worked behind the scenes 
were all arrested. So, big leaders are now in prison. 
Those who took refuge have lost contacts with their 
colleagues. They say this is due to the tenacious pur- 
suit of the CIA. Many behave more cautiously than 
before. But the leadership of the Christian youth and 
students is said to have been almost entirely wiped 
out. It appears, the student movement leader said, 
that the Pak regime is acting recklessly, but, in fact, 
it is careful in its own way in everything. It is said 
that all its plans are drawn up one month before. My 
interlocutor looked pessimistic when he said so. See- 
ing this, another person who was present at our con- 
versation told him emphatically that the Pak regime 
was isolated internationally. The time is ripening for 
a revolution, he observed. 
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“The Pak regime,” said he, “is isolated inter- 
nationally. This country is dependent on foreign aid. 
Under these circumstances, it won’t be able to hold 
out. This winter will prove a critical point. In reality. 
it now faces a crisis because of the fuel shortage. 
The government action is but a general emergency 
measure, a stopgap policy from every internal and 
external point of view.” 

Do we ever expect the national economy to be 
dislocated so as to topple the Pak regime? Thinking 
of the agony of the masses of the people who have 
no means to stop.the tyranny of the Pak regime, my 
heart seems to break. The shadow of agony deepened 
on the faces of these young fellows. 


Ai the Foot of the Candle Hf Is Dark 
A report of August 14, 1974 


The Pak regime hopes that the world shuts its 
eyes and keeps silence. It is that it has already gag- 
ged the public at home, but is seriously troubled 
with the public opinion outside the country. It often 
demands that Japan stop interfering in its internal 
affairs, although it cannot dare do the same towards 
the US government. Japanese newspapers reported 
that people were condemned to death simply because 
they had criticized the Pak regime, and this is called 
an interference in its domestic affairs. The Pak re- 
gime growls that no matter how its people are treat- 
ed, it should be no concern of others. 

I find in this a burglar’s logic. Towards the end 
of last month, the police raided the house of a gun: 
man by surprise, and there was bloodshed. The armed 
ruffian resisted, using his wife and children as his 
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shields. The policemen noticed that the man was go- 
ing to kill his family and himself, and so told him 
that his wife and children should be spared. The 
rogue retorted: “It’s none of your business, they’re 
my folks.” Then the tragedy of killing all his family 
took place. The logic of this villain is fitly applied 
to the Pak government’s behaviour. 

For the world to remain silent about the Pak re- 
gime, stirring incidents must occur in other areas to 
attract world attention. It is more than probable that 
the dispute in the Middle East and the coup d’etai in 
Cyprus pleased and reassured the Pak regime. Sei- 
zure of power by the military is very glad news to 
them. They hope to see things turn for the worse in 
Thailand and Portugal where civilian governments 
have been restored. In this sense, too, the Pak regime 
is basically opposed to peace. It clamours about 
threat from the north, while hoping for disasters and 
disturbances to take place in the world. This is a 
mentality basic to fascism. 

But the coup d’état in Cyprus fizzled out and a 
civilian government has been set up in Greece. And 
these tidings made the Pak regime very unhappy, 
while they came as an encouragement to the masses 
in south Korea. Newspapers carried pictures of the 
delighted Athenians, with articles under the head- 
ings: “Fascism Has Come to an End,” “Military 
Administration Is Gone... Nothing Could Be More 
Gratifying,” “Military Administration Attempted to 
Divert the People’s Attention, but It Turned Out a 
Fiasco,” “Anti-Dictatorship Fighters Return Home 
One After Another.” 

A commentator wrote an article in celebration of 
the restoration of democracy in Greece, and its last 
part aroused particularly great sympathy from the 
people. Here is the passage: 

“Looking out on Athens from the Acropolis, one 
will see Lycabettus to the north. Not only the climate 
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of Greece, but also its pine tfées bear soiftie feséii- 
blance to those of south Korea. Descending the hill 
along the winding path towards the Assembly Hall, 
you will see the statue of the former US President 
Truman, and a little way down, there stands an im- 
posing statue of Byron looking as if addressing the 
audience with great ardour. 

“There is the saying: ‘The pen is mightier than the 
sword.’ Rahman appeared in Bangladesh, Bhutto in 
Pakistan and Karamalis in Greece. Who next and 
where?” 

Newspapermen often say that nowadays they 
need to acquire the skill of using harmless and in- 
offensive material to pass off unnoticed what they 
want to say. This is the very freedom of the press in 
south Korea. It is by no means an easy job adapting 
oneself to the realities in this way. No one has suc- 
ceeded yet in this respect, but the short commentary 
cited above may be rated as rather successful. 

Pak Jung Hi’s thoughts about the Water Gate 
case were very complex. While the United States 
was busy ironing out the knotty problem, he had a 
free hand outside its attention. He decided that the 
Water Gate case was bringing grist to his mill to 
prolong his stay in office. Nevertheless, he could not 
help feeling uneasy about the fact that the south Ko- 
rean liberalists’ attack on Nixon was only symbolical 
and was in fact directed against himself. That was 
why he got the CIA to install tapping apparatuses 
everywhere in the country. He still molests Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung just because he was once his. rival. Immo- 
rality and dishonesty of those in power and their cor- 
ruption have. reached the extreme. This notwith- 
standing, he dreams of remaining in power all his 
life and imposes heavy penalties including death 
upon young people. 

The resignation of President Nixon brought a big 
worry to the Pak regime. Because it. would give a 
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great shock to the south Korean people. The south 
Korean newspapers frontpaged Nixon's resignation 
speech in bold letters, under the headings: “National 
Interests Must Be Placed before the Interests of In- 
dividuals,” “Even Great Authority Has Yielded to 
Law,” “Even the President Cannot Rise above Law,” 
“Alarm to Undignified Administration.” Apparently, 
these titles hinted at Pak Jung Hi. They wanted to 
express the ardent aspirations of the south Korean 
people. It is not allowed to talk about the possibility 
of Pak Jung Hi’s resignation, but one can _ speak 
about Nixon’s resignation. In commenting on Nixon’s 
resignation, many of the south Korean intellectuals 
gave vent to their resentment. 

' Those in power are depraved, but those who de- 
mand that they be brought to justice are noblemind- 
ed. In south Korea people with a noble self-sacrific- 
ing spirit are tried by those who represent degener- 
ate brutal force. I recalled a scene which I happened 
to witness at a gathering of students. When the 
night had far advanced, the young people who had 
been chatting were seized with melancholy, thinking 
of their comrades in prison. As if to brace themselves 
up, they suddenly jumped up and started singing, 
shoulder to shoulder with a professor, their senior. 
Soon their singing voices turned tearful. They could 
sing no more. They were unfortunate young people 
born in an unhappy land. 

Compared with them, the rulers are a group of 
extremely mean fellows. These days the south Korean 
intellectuals often use the common saying, “At the 
foot of the candle it is dark,” as if to ridicule them- 
selves. They quote it to allude to the fact that the 
situation of south Korea is a closed book to the south 
Koreans, while it is better known to the people of 
foreign countries. It is also meant to imply that under 
Pak Jung Hi, the “big candle,” south Korea lies in 
somber darkness. In south Korea there actually is 
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only one person who is free. And in the dark and 
gloomy land under him, the people are getting used 
to submission. A pressman lamented this, describing 
this state of affairs in these words: 

“Powerless to reject the orders of the rulers, they 
have only to obey. Moreover, they choose the road of 
submission so as to cater to the wishes of the rulers. 
Some do so much as side with the rulers to rise in 
life with their help. They must be regarded as slaves.” 

At present the tendency of ingratiating them- 
selves with their superiors is more in evidence among 
the south Koreans of the upper strata. They do not 
care what the people would say about them. Even 
the diplomats speak as ordered by the CIA like a 
parrot. When these officials meet their bosom friends 
or those who give promise, even to the slightest 
degree, of becoming men of power after Pak Jung 
Hi's fall, they speak about themselves and tell them 
that they are acting against their will. 

Some people say, “What can I do in a world where 
the common sense does not work?” There are also 
cowardly high-ranking officials who say in justifica- 
tion of themselves: “When I said I would resign from 
my present government post, the CIA came and 
searched my house. So I have no other recourse but 
to stay in my post.” They are well aware that they 
are betraying the people and the nation, but they 
make no scruple of saying that they cannot help it 
for the sake of earning a living. But while they mouth 
these words, they are capable of any sort of mean- 
ness to get promotion. In the present conditions 
those who serve with the Pak government are all fel- 
lows of the sorts. The depraved state of the ruling 
circles is really disgusting. The foul polluted water 
discharged by them flows out to all corners of the 
country. 

CIA agents often attend the conferences held in 
foreign countries as members of south Korean dele- 
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gatforis. So, the speeches of south Korean delegated 
are automatically subject to the supervision of the 
CIA. This being the situation, the delegates speak in 
such a way as the CIA will make a favourable re- 
vort to the superiors, so that they win promotion. 
Thus, their speeches are not intended for the discus- 
sion of matters with foreign delegates but for the re- 
port to be submitted to their superiors back in south 
Korea. Suppose they hold a talk with the Japanese. 
They will most likely take a stiff attitude, demand- 
ing: “The Japanese government should make an apo- 
logy for the two Japanese students.” This is because 
they are told by their superiors that the Japanese 
readily give in before a resolute attitude. A friend of 
mine who returned from an international conference 
told me in a whisper as follows: 

“All have begun to go crazy because the highest 
executive has gone mad. How could people with a 
conscience assume so audacious an attitude on the 
Kim Dae Jung case or the case of the two Japanese 
students? They should at least have said: ‘We are 
sorry. Please wait a while.’ ” 

My friend said that he could not but be surprised 
to know that there are people who are not ashamed 
of the south Korean government that has passed a 
sentence of 20 years’ imprisonment upon Hayakawa 
and Tachikawa. Referring to the stupidity of the 
south Korean government revealed in Japan, he said: 

“In spite of their high-handed attitude towards 
the Japanese, they place advertisements extensively 
in Japanese newspapers to draw tourists to south 
Korea. They believe that if they pay liberally for the 
advertisements, the Japanese will entertain friendly 
feelings towards them. This is the Pak regime’s way 
of thinking and its viewpoint on Japan. Some fellows 
attending an international meeting utter words which 
please only the CIA and Pak Jung Hi but which the 
Japanese give no ear to, and then return home .as 
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praudly as.a victorious general. The Pak regime 
will praise it as an excellent example of international 
diplomacy.” 

This is indeed an erroneous practice. The Pak 
regime keeps only this sort of people around itself. 
Like the saying, ‘Birds of a feather flock together”, 
it seems only people of a sort are crowding around 
it. Those who have become sick of it are falling away 
from it, and honest-minded people become critical. 
Herein lies the reason why the ruled are nobler and 
more patriotic than the rulers. This makes me think 
that when the revolution triumphs, it will bring about 
an age of a higher moral standard. This will mean 
a progress of history in the true sense of the word. 
Hearing me say so, my friend said: 

“The Pak regime has entirely polluted this coun- 
iry. This is its greatest crime. It is not a malady 
which can be remedied in a day.” 

I agreed to his opinion. Such being the case, I 
thought, an end must be put to the Pak regime as 
early as possible for the sake of the nation. 


Frightening Operaiions 


In south Korea now “frightening operations” are 
in full swing. In Suwon, not far from Seoul, a “new 
village training” is in progress. A senior said: “This 
really is a misogi (a forced spiritual purification 
ceremony designed to implant fascist ideas in the 
minds of people—Tr.) which was practised towards 
the end of Japanese rule.” Interviews are prohibited 
for a whole week and training is conducted from 
morning till night. The “new village spirit” is the 
main content of the lecture. Every morning the train- 
ing begins with running. The administrators and the 
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leading figures of the academic: and financial circles 
and of the press are forced to participate in it. It is 
planned that the scope of training will be gradually 
extended so as to train hundreds of thousands of 
young people. The people call it a plan to frighten 
them out of their wits. This means that the training 
of the people has become a means of domination. lt 
is that they cannot maintain their rule without killing 
the soul of the people, their intrinsic function. 

Universities, too, are deprived of their soul. A 
fanatic effort is made to rob the religion of its soul. 
The National Assembly has also completely lost its 
function and soul. Yet, even this moribund National 
Assembly seems to offer a menace to Pak Jung Hi. 
(In the National Assembly, the number of the re- 
presentatives of the parties out of power accounts for 
less than one-fourth of the total.) The National As- 
sembly had been in the longest hibernation in the 
history of the constitutional government of south 
Korea. It was held at last for ten-day sittings after 
225. days’ recess, but the session lasted for only three 
days due to the confrontation between the parties in 
and out of power which came to the bursting point 
when the government party threatened that if one 
criticized the presidential emergency measure even 
in the National Assembly, he could be arrested and 
imprisoned. 

Although the National Assembly was barely open- 
ed according to an agreement between the ins and 
the outs, the non-government parties could only 
bring forward a motion to the effect that the “imme: 
diate abrogation of the presidential emergency mea- 
sure is proposed and the reason will be explained by 
word of mouth.” In the debates on this question, the 
die-hards’ were all removed on the “orders” of the 
government party. So, some of the National Assemb- 
lymen from opposition parties expressed their. dejec- 
tion by saying that their parties hang out a white 
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flag before the governinent party. Some others said: 
“I wanted to take the floor at the risk of my life, but 
I saw no chance,” or “I would rather bravely choose 
death than live a life of shame.” 

The hypocrisy of the Pak regime is glaring in 
Prime Minister Kim’s reply to parliamentary inter- 
pellations. Here are some quotations from his non- 
sensical replies: 

“Our country is certainly a democratic state, and 
democracy cannot change in quality... There can be 
some variations, but our country has nothing funda- 
mentally different from the other advanced democra- 
tic states.” 

“The government told the Republican Party before 
that it would be good to convene the National As- 
sembly, but it did not open. Perhaps the negotiations 
between the ins and the outs had not gone well.” 

“Some foreign pressmen say that torture is prac- 
tised in the Republic of Korea. I swear that there is 
no single instance of torture.” 

“National unity is often broken because so many 
learned people talk so much.” 

“There are cases of foreigners criticizing us be- 
cause they poorly know or misunderstand the Repub- 
lic of Korea, but I do not think that the emergency 
measure has lowered our national prestige.” 

“There are people who worry themselves about 
the international isolation of the Republic of Korea. 
But I’m sure that it will not be easily isolated. A very 
small number of people are making much ado about 
it, but not all the people condemn the Republic ol 
Korea.” 

‘We prohibited subscriptions for one or two Ja- 
panese newspapers, but we have not given instruc- 
tions to cut out newspaper articles. We will find out 
facts and put things right if there have been such in- 
stances.” 

“Crimes cannot be concocted artificially. They 
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say that Mr. Kim Ji Ha was examined because of his 
literary activities, but we have never detained him 
just because of his literary activities, whatever poem 
he has written.... 

“As for the Kim Dae Jung case... a rumour is 
afloat in Japan that we have violated the understand- 
ing reached between her and us. I think that it is 
either based on her misunderstanding or comes from 
some of her own circumstances. We have not gone 
back on our promise.” 

“I think that the press is doing sensible work in 
consideration of our realities.” | 

“I know well that our compatriots in the United 
States have recently been vacillating. It seems that 
with the setting up of the north Korean representa- 
tion in the United Nations, the north Korean poli- 
tical workers have penetrated there, established its 
influence in the eastern part of the United States 
and extended their hands even to its western part.’ 

The fascist changes his assertion according to 
circumstances. He thinks everything will be well if 
he dodges troubles. So, his disease grows worse. 
There is no need to comment on all such examples. 
A few weeks ago, Kim Jong Pil said: “There will be 
no democracy for the coming six years.” But now he 
raves: “This is the traditional democracy.” How 
brazen-faced he was when he spoke of non-existence 
of torture! At the military tribunal the students gave 
verbal evidence. They said: “I have been put to elec- 
tric torture for 20 days;” “The CIA kept me awake. 
I could not stand it, so I wrote what they dic- 
tated;” “Before I was taken to the CIA I had already 
been so soundly beaten that I could hardly move. 
This prevented me from making a normal statement 
later.” Can these statements be all false? 

If Kim Jong Pil told the truth, why are trials not 
opened to the public? Why are National Assembly- 
men not allowed to investigate the cases of torture? 
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Why are young brothers of the accused not admitted 
to the court when cases are tried? And why is such 
a sharp watch kept on the movements of the families 
after they attended trials? 

Here is a humorous story about the tortured who 
are morally poles apart from the mean torturers. A 
foreign professor met a student who had been arrest- 
ed and put to cruel tortures for the slightest reason. 
The student’s body bore unmistakable traces of the 
tortures. The foreigner could hardly find a proper 
word of consolation. “A terrible thing,’ he muttered. 
At this the student said: 

“Tt am the son of a peasant. If I had been at home, 
I: might have been beaten more severely by my father. 
Please don’t worry yourself so much, Professor.” 
Then the student went out. The professor said that 
his heart seemed to break when he stood gazing at 
the back of the outgoing youth. Can these sufferings 
of the young people in south Korea be considered to 
be meaningless? The professor met an elder of a 
non-government party. He said that the veteran poli- 
tician hoped for the foreigners’ aid to the south Ko- 
reans fighting for democracy and human rights in 
the following respects: First of all, financial aid is 
necessary to support numerous students and their 
struggle in court; prayers and moral support should 
be offered; fact-finding missions should be sent to 
encourage them; efforts should be made to make for- 
eign newspapers report the truth; the south Koreans 
who can tell the truth should be invited to foreign 
countries for interviews. I am of the same opinion. 

There are difficulties in engaging lawyers to give 
support to the struggle of many students in court. 
Lawyers stop defending the accused halfway because 
of pressure. There is need to seek for old lawyers 
who are prepared for death. As a matter of fact, the 
lawyers’ expenses are not yet fully paid. The longer 
the struggle lasts, the more serious this problem will 
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become. Assistance has to be organized at home, too. 
But this involves difficulties because the CIA will 
brand it as complicity. A professor described his re- 
cent situation as follows: 


“Tam shadowed by a policeman and a CIA agent. 
A National Assemblyman, who was my junior at 
university, has the assignment to persuade me. These 
days, however, he expresses sympathy with my criti- 
cism and denunciation rather than taking exception 
to it. It can be said that all share the same feelings. 
The only difference is in their duties. If.a high officer 
gives an order to arrest me today at the whim of the 
moment, I shall also be condemned to 15 or 20 years’ 
penal servitude.” 


This means that the people like the professor are 
all prepared for the worse. That is why they hope 
that many foreigners come to south Korea and talk 
with them without worrying about their safety. Both 
the people in prison and those fighting outside be- 
Jieve that their sufferings are all the same wherever 
they may be so long as the Pak regime is not over- 
(hrown. They also believe that if they do not win, 
their present sufferings will be meaningless. Since 
they themselves have chosen the path of sufferings 
in order to win, they do not want to be relieved mere- 
ly from physical pains before winning victory. He 
went on to say: 

“IT want to meet more foreign friends, let them see 
we are not isolated and tell them about our hard- 
ships. Now is the time when we make up our mind 
and fight full of religious faith.” 


Fle added: The dictator wants to remain in office 
to the end of his life. But the masses fight on, re- 
plenishing their ranks. All is lost for the dictator 
when he himself is injured. But the masses form new 
ranks in a short period and send them to the front. 
Although a large number of students, suffer at pre- 
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sent, the young people will form stronger contingents 
with renewed energy this autumn or next spring and 
go to struggle. Supposing our victory comes a few 
months later, it seems to me too delayed. Because | 
can no longer endure this repression, this suffering, 
even outside the prison. 


Prisoners Tell 


On the 8th inst., too, 26 persons were court- 
martialled for a breach of the emergency measure 
and the anti-communist law: two were sentenced to 
15 years’ imprisonment, five—to ten years, two—to 
eight years, 12—to seven years, two—to five years, 
and three—to three years. 

On the 12th, sentences were passed on 13 young 
people on charges of violating the emergency mea- 
sure: one was sentenced to imprisonment for 20 
years, four—for 15 years, two—for 12 years and six 
—for ten years. Bishop Chi Hak Sun, Pastor Pak 
Hyong Gyu, and Professor Kim Dong Gil of Yonse 
University (teaching the history of America) were 
sentenced to 15 years in prison, and Dean Kim Chan 
Guk of the Faculty of Theology of the same Univer- 
sity to 10 years. Only the ex-President Yun Bo Son 
was sentenced to three years in prison with a stay of 
execution for five years. On the 13th, penalties were 
imposed on 36 persons for the violation of the emer- 
gency measure and for a rebellion plot: one was sen- 
tenced to penal servitude for life, 13—for 15 years, 
20—for 12 years, and two—for 10 years. Heavy sen- 
fences are passed incessantly like this. Moderniza- 
tion is said to be accompanied by enormous multipli- 
cation. Then does it mean that the Pak regime is 
really effecting modernization and multiplication in 
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the number of the accused and in the amount of pun- 
ishment? 

The arrest of the Catholic Bishop Chi Hak Sun 
was a dramatic event, indeed. Eight hundred Cathol- 
ics blocked up the street when a car was going to 
take away Bishop Chi. The result was an indefinite 
postponement of his trial. Prior to this, President 
Pak Jung Hi had promised Cardinal Kim to deal 
judiciously with Bishop Chi. But Bishop Chi was 
taken away after the devotees had dispersed. It was 
to demonstrate that the use of violence by the govern- 
ment was mighty enough to smash such a resistance 
to the unwarrantable trials as the “conscience decla- 
ration”. The rumour is circulating that a pretty cruel 
torture was inflicted on Bishop Chi. So far the 
Catholics were divided into two groups—the moder- 
ates and the die-hards. But Bishop Chi’s incident has 
united these two groups. Prior to this, on the fifth 
of July, the Catholic Bishops Association of South 
Korea, proclaiming a Holy Year, declared: “We will 
do our best to get everyone to regain his proper 
dignity according to the Christ’s idea and enjoy a 
brotherly love and peace by pulling down the barriers 
of all human discrimination, falsehood and distrust.” 

It can be said that in south Korea, too, the Cathol- 
ics have become politically conscious and_ started 
fighting. 

The military court announced Bishop Chi’s state- 
ment .before the chief judge. It says: 

“If the court shows a special leniency and acquits 
me, I will tacitly engage only in purely religious ac- 
tivities in the future to help the poor.” 

This kind of fabrication is a well-worn practice of 
the military court. It is designed to give the impres- 
sion that Bishop Chi’s fortitude shown in his ‘“con- 
science declaration” has been broken, and thus dispel 
the illusion the people had about him. Therefore, we 
need to know the words of Bishop Chi which have 
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leaked out secretly. Concerning his relationship 
with Mr. Kim Ji Ha, he stated: 

“Kim Ji Ha is a consumptive. He called on me 
after he had undergone severe tortures. He was in- 
deed a poor lamb. He had always been under police 
surveillance. It is a bishop’s duty to embrace a for- 
saken man. He became a Catholic.” 


Referring to the question of his aid to the stu- 
dents, he expressed his real intention in the follow- 
ing vein: 

“I’m against a violent revolution. I supported the 
students’ peaceful demonstrations. I intended to make 
the government lend an ear to just criticism.” 


The statement made by the ex-President Yun Bo 
Son after getting a court sentence was overflowing 
with a patriotic spirit. He asked back how a sum of 
0,000 won allegedly given by the two Japanese stu- 
dents could serve as a fund of the revolution. He de- 
clared that if only it was for the patriotic students, 
he would willingly suffer a penalty in their stead 
and devote his life now close on 80. We must say that 
his act has been motivated by a noble spirit to devote 
the rest of his life to the cause of democracy based 
on human rights and justice. We should admit that 
old as he is, he has a noble heart. Speaking of the 
spirit of these people, Kim Jong Pil said before for- 
eign journalists: “They have joined in a communist- 
manipulated plot against the government in an 
effort to realize their individual ambition.” What a 
mean and impudent statement! In talking such a 
nonsense, Kim Jong Pil meant that Messrs. Yun Bo 
Son, Kim Ji Ha and Chi Hak Sun wanted to realize 
their intrigue, whereas he and his company alone 
were concerned for the country. 


On August 2, the Christians held a meeting where 
they demanded the abolition of the emergency mea- 
sure and the restoration of democracy and appealed 
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for the release on August 15, the liberation day, of all 
the students and clergymen arrested on charges of 
violating the emergency measure. This written appeal 
was signed by [1 persons including representatives 
and elders of different denominations. The CIA de- 
manded the original text of the appeal; it seemed that 
they had secretly recorded it outside the meeting 
place. When the representatives met Prime Minister 
Kim on August 5, they orally conveyed the content of 
the appeal to him and did not submit him the written 
appeal addressed to the President. It is said Prime 
Minister Kim asked them to postpone the presenta- 
tion of the appeal till the end of the month. On the 
13th, they sent the document to Chongwadae (Blue 
House) against the grain of Prime Minister Kim and 
the CIA. This roused the CIA’s wrath. And this pro- 
duced a wave of unrest among the church leadership. 
In the meantime, however, the word went round 
widely that the emergency measure would be repeal- 
ed sooner or later under the pressure of the world 
public opinion. 

At any rate the day of victory is drawing nearer. 
This is an irresistible course of history. A rumour 
has it that in Japan even hunger-strikes are waged 
in support of the imprisoned south Koreans. It is also 
Said that the press circles in Japan are renewing 
their courage. The struggle for democracy in south 
Korea is in no way isolated. On the day of victory 
we shall have to drink a toast in company with the 
sober-minded people of the whole world. 

This victory and this freedom will belong equally 
to us all who have shared sufferings and fought to- 
gether. Has there ever been such a precedent in the 
history of south Korea? 

One more word. If this struggle and victory is 
our common possession, the democratic reconstruc- 
tion of south Korea should also be our common 
cause. The road to democratic construction, the road 
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to north-south dialogue and reunification—this is a 
thorny path. I hope that we will all act in concert in 
this arduous struggle, encouraging and criticizing 
each other having conversations, exchanging views 
or making common cause together in the struggle. 
Can't we say that we have now entered the stage 
where we have to consider Japan, the Republic of 
Korea and the rest of Asia to form an integral whole 
and share responsibility for them together? 


A Sad Event 
A report of August 17, 1974 


It was a shocking incident that President Pak’s 
wife was shot dead at the liberation day celebrations 
on August 15. Dailies and televisions are busy re- 
porting this incident. 

But the fact remains unchanged that the ROK is 
a country where only unilateral utterances are al- 
lowed. The greater part of the people are deprived of 
the freedom of speech like prisoners. When they share 
in a “wild rumour” they must do so at the risk of 
incurring death penalty. What is their view of the 
said incident? 

By nature, man becomes solemn and feels sorrow 
before a dead person. But this time, there are people 
who do not have such a feeling for some reason or 
other. It seems that herein lies the tragic nature of 
the political death. 

Few of those who make a fuss about the dead 
wife are seen to take a critical stand against the 
Pak regime. The case of ex-President Yun Bo Son 
has already been settled, because he was placed on 
probation. But CIA men, entrenching themselves in 
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Mr. Yun’s house, answer telephone calls in his stead 
and do not allow his younger sister and daughter to 
meet him. They tell the ex-President that they often 
receive telephone messages with threats against his 
life. Is this true? If so, south Korea could be called a 
lawless land where not only the President and other 
high-ranking officials now in office but also the per- 
sonages out of office who criticize the government 
are under a constant menace. Facts show that the 
rule by force of the emergency measure has brought 
about a society devoid of Constitution, government 
and law, don’t they? 

People ought to express the deepest human sym- 
pathy for the murder of the President’s wife. Frankly 
speaking, they believe this incident to have been 
caused by such a situation of south Korea itself. 
There was a shock felt when what had been appre- 
hended happened at last. The majority of people who 
think the permanent one-man dictatorship undesir- 
able, must seek out a way to restore democracy. But 
the way is blocked. Violence which is muffled in the 
“legal cloak” of the emergency measure and is much 
more tyrannical than terrorism against individuals, 
is playing havoc with honest people in succession. 
Then, what is to be done? The most sensible people 
did not hesitate to whisper in each other’s ear that 
there would be no way but terrorism. Only, they re- 
frained from it and followed the dictates of reason, 
mindful of the ensuing political loss and reactionary 
offensive. So it caused a great surprise that the cul- 
prit was a Kofean from Japan. While mourning over 
the unfortunate death of the two women we must not 
forget this stern fact. 

A man observed: “Pak Jung Hi must have nine 
lives like a cat.” But another person retorted: “No, 
the God of revenge tormenting him is approaching 
him step by step.” A person insisted that terrorism 
could in no case be tolerated in the democratic rev- 
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olution, while another man maintained that a revolu- 
tion would involve violence. Listening to their argu- 
ment with melancholia, I thought that the Pak re- 
gime would fall still deeper in the mire as long as it 
did not grasp the prevailing situation and thereby 
effect a radical change. But Pak will make the best of 
his wife’s death to prolong his political power. Thus, 
all the television broadcast was dedicated to the 
story of the “great mother of the nation”. I wonder 
how many people there would have been who did 
not feel sick of such a flood of propaganda. I] am also 
unable to tolerate the fact that she is being referred 
to as the “mother of the nation” or the “opposition 
party in the Blue House”. 

Some people ask if Pak Jung Hi will not become 
even more tyrannous. But I rather wonder how he 
will cope with his present international isolation and 
the UN General Assembly session in autumn. AI- 
though he might receive letters of condolence from 
other countries, the incident must nevertheless be a 
shame to him. His ferociousness will grow and his 
wild ambition to become a “Great King” will harden 
still more. But will he be really able to become one? 
A man told me that a die-hard is very skilful in self- 
defence and, in this case, he usually resorts to cruel- 
ty, regarding everyone as an enemy. In conditions 
of international isolation and internal unrest Pak 
Jung Hi may make some gesture for self-defence. The 
obstinacy of Pak Jung Hi and his regime, far from 
abating, will only grow. This tragedy will last till 
the day when the people emerge victorious. As for 
the crumbling regime, every event will only help ex- 
pedite its downfall like a motorcar with its damaged 
brake running downhill. A businessman belonging to 
the government party said to me as follows: 

“It is a present-day rule to make a deep bow to 
a man sitting in a deluxe automobile with an air of 
dignity. People feel that the situation has been 
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thrown into confusion beyond retrieve. Unrest will 
erow further....” 

So saying, he told me of two confidential mat- 
ters: 
“T am told that at an interview with the US am- 
bassador, some brass-hats said that they could no 
longer remain passive. The CIA has gone all out to 
detect those officers, but so far without avail. 

“Pak, chief of the guardsmen, is said to enjoy the 
deepest confidence of President Pak. A high-ranking 
government official, a friend of his, told him that he 
might be in a position to tell the President of the 
world trend as it is. The reply was that he would 
get sacked if he did so. The President has been utter- 
ly isolated. Everyone avoids his eye; they feel uneasy 
and flatter him in appropriate words.” 

As far as political disasters are concerned, Ko- 
reans never accept them as they are. Much less today 
under the Pak regime. That is why all kinds of wild 
rumours are passed from mouth to mouth among the 
masses: Before death, the late wife of the President 
stayed with her parents for some time because she 
had had a quarrel with her husband; it is strange 
that Kim Jong Pil should have taken a vacation and 
was away from Seoul on such a significant day as 
the liberation day; it is also strange that the Presi- 
dent’s wife was hit by two bullets; it seems that the 
internal feud in the government was at the bottom 
of the incident... Such is the rumour, and it may not 
coincide with facts. But its seriousness lies in the 
fact that it reveals one truth. That is, it poses a big 
problem that the Pak regime has become the object 
of distrust. For this reason, the incident will not be 
investigated as a criminal case; it may be dealt with 
as a political affair and obscured in the end just as 
the case of Mr. Kim Dae Jung, though it has a mean- 
ing different from the latter. 

It may also be possible to shift the blame on to 
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the north or use it in its relations with Japan. There 
is no knowing whether Mr. Kim Dae Jung will be 
implicated in this incident. So far it has not been 
made clear whose bullet hit the girl student. This 
incident will not be examined in the interests of the 
poor victim. Instead, it will be used as a means of 
prolonging the life of the Pak regime. Will things 
go well in this way? The people are cool towards 
such an attitude of the government. If things proceed 
like this, his wife’s death will make the state of af- 
fairs ever more miserable. The result will be an ever- 
deepening sorrow for us south Koreans. 


(From Japanese magazine Sekai, No. 10, 1974) 
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SAD TESTIMONY 
(Reports from south Korea) 


by i K. 


Mother's Prayer 
A report of October 2, 1974 


Here again is autumn with the sky clear and blue, 
and horses growing stout. When autumn comes round 
every year, a sad thought grips the hearts of south 
Korean people, and nobody can fully explain the 
reason. Is it the deep blue sky that causes the sad- 
ness? Or is it due to the autumn festival on August 
15 in the lunar calendar when they have to pay hom- 
age to their ancestral tombs? The autumn festival 
this year fell on September 30. 

Groups of people in white are seen gathered by 
the round tombs lying here and there on the hillside 
beyond a village where the branches of persimmon 
trees are drooping under the weight of the fruit a- 
gainst the blue sky. The sight brings the onlookers 
to grief. The wailing of women drifts away to the edge 
of the blue sky. The idea flashes on me that the sky 
may be so blue because it has swallowed that sad 
wailing. Full-blown cosmos accentuates the feeling of 
SOrrow. | 

What has brought them so great a sorrow? It may 
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be the thought about the people who died and are not 
with them now or the retrospection of the history of 
this afflicted nation and their own life. Is it because 
they are gripped again by the feeling of pathetic la- 
mentation over the life “full of grudge” which they, 
as ordinary people, have lived? The more beautiful 
nature looks, the more strongly they may feel the a- 
gony of the reality and the hardships of living. And, 
with the icy winter nearing they may be taking a pes- 
simistic view of life. 

Under this autumnal sky, looking at the mountains 
dressed up with yellow leaves and hearing the mur- 
muring of streams, the young people of south Korea 
like to sing the following song: 


That frozen sky, that frozen plain. 
Oh! That dusky poverty-stricken street, where 
even the sun has lost its light. 
Where have those emaciated faces come from? 
And what are those sunken eyes and bony 
hands wandering for? 


Oh! That street, the deserted street, which has 
driven away the job hunters, 

To remain the dusky, disgraceful street. 

Where is it, the land of bless? 

Ah, is it there in the green forest, 

Over the land of death? 


Singing this song in muffled voices, they turn out 
in the struggle for freedom. 

A joint prayer meeting of the Protestants and 
Catholics was held on September 22 in order to res- 
cue the arrested. The meeting was attended by two 
thousand people. Written in bold letters on the notice 
announcing the order of the meeting was: “This pray- 
cr meeting is dedicated to Bishop Chi Hak Sun and 
Pastor Pak Hyong Gyu, and many churchmen, Chris- 
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tians, professors, students, lawyers and writers, who 
suffer hardships in prison for the good of the father- 
land, for justice and for the restoration of democracy.” 

Such a meeting could hardly be permitted by the 
CIA. The leader of the Roman Catholics yielded to 
the CIA’s pressure and insisted that it was prematu- 
re to hold a joint prayer meeting. Preaching was pro- 
hibited and all the items except the mass cancelled 
from the agenda of the meeting. But young pastors 
and priests voiced their objections. They decided in the 
midst of the mass to offer “the prayer of the mother 
of an arrested student”. This prayer made the meet- 
ing really exciting, and all the attendants shed tears. 

The mother was a Christian who has two of her 
sons in prison. She has three sons. One of them was 
a dull head and left home. And his present where- 
abouts is unknown. The woman had been thinking of 
her own sons only, but the recent incident made her 
concerned for all the young people in prison and 
now got a chance to offer a prayer to them. She ex- 
pressed thanks for it. Her word was a protest and ap- 
peal rather than a prayer. The following is a part of 
what she prayed: 

“..Spring and summer have already gone, and 
chilly autumn has come since our dear children were 
thrown into prison. With the autumn festival near at 
hand, we mothers cannot repress our sorrow and 
tears. Unable to uplift our heavy hearts, we some- 
times roved over hills aimlessly or turned upon You, 
our Lord, and cried. We sat up all night before You 
and made tearful appeals... 

“They took no thought of their own comforts and 
happiness, They really loved their neighbours. Some 
of them taught an evening school for the poor child- 
ren in Yonhi-dong. Some others have become familiar 
with newspaper boys, teaching them the Bible and 
bringing comfort to their hearts. Yet some others 
worked for the orphans, making friends with them. 
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As taught by You, they strove to live honestly, hating 
injustice and distinguishing truth from hypocrisy. 
In this way they tried to translate Your love into re- 
ality in this world. Still now they exchange Your in- 
structions within prison and share a piece of bread 
among themselves. For this I thank You. 

“Have mercy upon the mother of Hwang In Song. 
She had been branded as a Red while in the country- 
side. She was so disappointed that she attempted 
suicide. Please, have mercy on the mother of Kim 
Gyong Nam. Doing day labour, she supports her 
children. I beg You to help her. The mother of Kim 
Yong Jun died before she could meet her son. They 
say her son did not ate at all for five days, shedding 
tears. Many other mothers .are experiencing agony.... 
On windy or rainy days we cannot sleep as our 
thoughts go to them. If we meet with their intimate 
friends in the street, our voices fail us. When we sit 
at the table every day, we cannot but think of them.... 

“Take pity on this country and this nation. Forgive 
me who in the past was only concerned about my own 
sons and wanted to well feed and clothe them alone... 
Forgive me who hoped for the promotion of my sons, 
like other people in this world. Forgive me who tried 
to stay aloof from my neighbours who are very poor. 
My dear sons have awakened me to what You de- 
mand of us mothers. You demand that we love others’ 
children as our own....” 

This is to show that even a religion has deepened 
in our country at present. 

As the saying goes, “The disorderly world gives 
birth to a great man,” so the tyranny of the Pak re- 
gime brings forth great mothers. They are small in 
number, but their advent has a historic significance. 
Roman Catholics have an organization called “Young 
Priests for Peace”. This organization seeks a new 
path for the churches to take in the resistance strug- 
gle. Under the circumstances, all the churches have 
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their telephones tapped and their letters examined. 
But, the rumour is circulating among the people that 
the present darkness will come to an end within one 
or two months. 

The advent of autumn has increased the flames of 
resistance. The people’s sentiments stir up greater 
waves of resistance. This situation seems to have in- 
fluenced a church leader, for he told me about a gen- 
eral meeting held in his church as follows: 

“The general meeting declared that the people in 
prison are undergoing sufferings like Jesus did; it 
cried out for the restoration of the democratic system. 
Everyone told what he wanted to say. There were 
persons close to the government, but they were over- 
whelmed. Thus, the declaration was adopted unanim- 
ously. The theological students cut conspicuous fi- 
gures as they had had their hair close-cropped before 
attending the meeting. The signing of a petition for 
the release of the detained students was so strictly 
prohibited, but it turned out that almost all the stu- 
dents of the Rihwa Women’s University had signed 
the petition. Threats against their lives will be power- 
less to make them budge.” 

It is not too much to say that this is the common 
sentiments of the entire people today. The CIA is 
afraid of the ever-growing struggle of the Roman 
Catholics. It calculated that they would become silent 
if Bishop Chi Hak Sun and Mr. Kim Ji Ha were out 
on bail on the pretext of illness. However, when a 
certain bishop informed the two of it, they told him 
with a determined attitude: 

“What? You say we alone are let out on bail on 
account of illness? We are considering whether we 
should allow ourselves to go out even if they release 
all the prisoners. If we had abhored prison, we would 
have kept silence outside. It may be rather right to 
say that we have come into the prison of our own ac- 
cord for victory of democracy.” 
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Scars of Anti-Japanese Movement 


The anti-Japanese movement waged in the wake 
of the “August 15 tragic incident” has left many 
scars, 

It is reported that President Pak gave his “‘opi- 
nions” to a foreign correspondent on condition that 
they would never be made public. I happened to hear 
what he had told on that occasion, and here are four 
of his opinions: 

First of all, he confessed that he had been about 
to sever the diplomatic relations with Japan during 
the recent anti-Japanese demonstrations. Pak Jung 
Hi was even in the mood to go to war with her. And 
what is more interesting is that he bluntly said that 
he could win Japan in a short war in the event of 
hostilities with her. Prime Minister Tanaka paid a 
visit to Pak Jung Hi, and it seems that the latter 
treated his guest brusquely. Apart from the uncertain 
animosity of Pak Jung Hi himself towards Japan, 
it would be difficult to see the essence of the recent 
anti-Japanese movement. His distress from the loss 
of his wife was deep enough to drive him into vent- 
ing his spite on Japan. What a pitiable politician he 
is! He might have gone into a fit of insanity. 

When he was asked how he did think of President 
Ford’s visit to south Korea and whether his visit was 
arranged on the request of the south Korean side, 
Pak Jung Hi replied that his visit was decided when 
President Nixon was in office and not requested by 
the south Korean side. His reply suggests that Ford 
has to visit south Korea when he comes to Japan. Pak 
Jung Hi also said that Ford’s visit to south Korea was 
motivated by the needs of the United States and had 
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nothing to do with those of south Korea. It seems that 
Pak Jung Hi has concluded that the United States 
no longer supports his regime. It may be for this rea- 
son that Kim Jong Pil is branding those Americans 
who criticize the Pak regime as “pretended” press- 
men and “feigned” politicians. Pak Jung Hi, too, at-. 
tacks the people who pin hope on the United States, 
calling them flunkeyists without independence. 

At that interview Pak Jung Hi also said that he 
would not mind if the United States discontinued its 
military and economic aid. This means that if aid be- 
comes menace to Pak Jung Hi, it will be better for the 
maintenance of his power not to receive such aid. 
But Pak Jung Hi added that the United States would 
not stop its aid to south Korea because it was given 
in its own interests, and not for south Korea. 

Lastly the correspondent asked Pak about the 
problem of releasing political offenders. Pak’s res- 
ponse was why he should do so. The correspondent 
again asked if he had any plan since there was a 
rumour that they would be released before President 
Ford's visit to south Korea. 

Pak Jung Hi replied that President Ford’s visit to 
south Korea was one thing and the release of the 
students and religious believers was another, and 
that he had no intention to set them free. 

It seems that Pak Jung Hi’s hopeless feelings are 
reflected in his reply. 

Nevertheless, people are now talking that some 
measures may be taken before President Ford’s visit 
to south Korea. They say: Even if the arrested are 
released, they may be put under informal confinement, 
and if the CIA thinks it necessary, it will walk them 
away or may lock them up again. Their release will 
be no more than a temporary escape. The families of 
the imprisoned are impatient, supposing that if tran- 
quillity reigns outside, the imprisoned people may 
be let out. This supposition is based on the preoccu- 
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pation that the government is afraid that if the pri- 
soners are released when there is a commotion out- 
side, they will join in it to form a greater force. 

There are people who apprehend that the release 
of political offenders will only serve as a present of- 
fered in welcome of Ford, thereby bringing no solu- 
tion to any fundamental problems. 

There is no ground to believe that President Pak 
will modify his attitude. But he will be unable to 
check the resistance of the people by the method of 
striking terror into their hearts. Of late the resistants 
have gained confidence in themselves: probably they 
have perceived the enemy’s force. 

Some Cabinet ministers were replaced by new ones 
on September 18. It is told that among the new min- 
isters some did not want “promotion” and hesitated 
to assume new duties. A certain person took great 
pains to refuse to accept it. He was threateningly 
told that he would not be alli right if he did not accept 
the post. Those who have so far been associated with 
the Pak regime somehow or other cannot bring them- 
selves to say: “I don’t like it.’ How under these cir- 
cumstances is Pak Jung Hi going to maintain his 
power? The recent Cabinet reshuffling seems to have 
landed Kim Jong Pil in utter isolation by removing 
those belonging to his faction. A pressman told me as 
follows: 

“Kim Jong Pil considered the recent anti-Japanese 
demonstration to be a reckless act, but he showed 
enthusiasm in it by displaying his loyalty. It would 
be right to view that his behaviour reflected his soli- 
tary position. This time Foreign Minister Kim Dong 
Jo distinguished himself extraordinarily. Whenever 
Pak Jung Hi commits wanton acts, he always chooses 
a daredevil. In such a case, the former treasures the 
latter, letting him behave superciliously. The recent 
rowdyism of Foreign Minister Kim is a proof of it. 
His ‘primary sense’ of a diplomat has been called in 
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question, but he is now recagnized by Pak Jung Hi. 
Kim Jong Pil always goes mate with stupid fellows 
on those occasions.” 

But, Kim Jong Pil tries to keep his post by any 
means and audaciously hopes for higher authority. 
There is not without possibility for the revision of 
the Constitution. If it is revised, it would be a change 
for the worse, with various devices installed in it. It 
would be a change simply aimed at toning down the 
present complaints of the masses. Pak Jung Hi is a 
person who feels uneasy unless he conspires with any 
force. Where has he been preparing the hotbed of 
such force these days? 

One of my friends, a pressman, told me: 

“It’s uncertain, but military men were reportedly 
arrested on a charge of attempted coup d’etat. At 
first, 33 men, and then 29 were seized. So, it appears 
that of late Pak Jung Hi has been conspiring with 
comparatively uncorrupted military men, that is, 
those who are anti-communist, anti-Japanese and 
somewhat anti-American. These people are simple- 
minded fellows supporting Pak Jung Hi; they think 
that in the event of overthrow of Pak Jung Hi there 
will be a great upheaval and that they will become 
prey to the communist army. As they spread the myth 
that Pak Jung Hi is a conscientious person, they are 
disliked by the intellectuals and students. 

“They, therefore, support the military tribunal 
now in progress. 

“Tt is their belief that no one dares to disobey the 
military authorities. With these groups as the brain, 
the Pak regime is following a big-stick policy and 
trying to strengthen its domestic government.” 

The Pak government maintains its rule without 
any ideology and orientation, and it cannot be said 
otherwise. It may be safely said that the recent anti- 
Japanese, anti-communist movement has further in- 
creased anxiety among the people. Pro-Japanese 
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change into anti-Japanese in no time. There is no 
knowing when another idle whim will come to the 
Pak regime. It is uncertain where it is going to lead 
the people. The people are not allowed to speak a 
single word about the orientation. 

The recent anti-Japanese movement was conducted 
under the manipulation of the Pak regime. But it is 
true that it has further increased the people’s tradi- 
tional anti-Japanese sentiments. Even primary school 
children say that “the Japanese are bad people.” If 
one presents them with Japanese school things, they 
hesitate to receive them, saying: “Haven’t we been 
told we should not use Japanese goods?” 

A friend of mine said that through the recent 
anti-Japanese demonstration he witnessed how 
dreadful were the people who were shut out from in- 
formations. In south Korea there is in principle no 
other information than released by the Pak regime. 
Therefore, the people firmly believe the report that 
Mun Se Gwang attempted terrorism under the sup- 
port of the Japanese Communists and on the instruc- 
tion from the north. Estranged from informations, the 
masses are easily drawn into a rioting. The Pak re- 
gime is now using this in its “play with fire’, but I 
am worried if the south Korean people should suf- 
fer long from its aftereffect even in the period follow- 
ing the Pak regime. It is my earnest desire to live 
under the rule of honest and open-hearted leaders. 

As I knew a little about the dark history of Japan, 
I felt uneasy about the possible outbreak of a 
demonstration in Japan against the recent anti-Ja- 
panese movement in south Korea. Japan coolly wat- 
ched the hysteric demonstration. I could not but think 
that Japan had grown up. Because I remember the 
massacre of Koreans during the Great Earthquake of 
1923. The Japanese police’s ability of maintaining 
social order and the fact that Japan is an open socie- 
ty—this might lead to breaking the formula of ven- 
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ca that is, “blood for blood!” Later, however, I 
eard that the ultra-rightist force of Japan was giv- 
ing a wholehearted support to the Pak government in 
spite of the anti-Japanese movement in south Korea. 
I could not repress a wry smile at it. Then, no wonder 
that there was not a demonstration against south 
Korea. Thus talking to myself, I find myself in a 
sad frame of mind plagued by something hard to 
understand. 

I would like to add a word before I conclude my re- 
port today. 

It is the story about an incident of finger-cutting 
at the time of anti-Japanese demonstration. (On Sep- 
tember 9, some 30 young people belonging to what is 
called the ‘‘Chonan forlorn hope” cut the little fing- 
ers of their left hands as a “manifestation of their 
anti-Japanese resolution”.) A rumour is now afloat 
in Seoul that the incident was the work of convicts. It 
is said that they received promise of commutation 
from the government, provided that they cut their 
fingers, and each of them received an award of 100, 
000-150,000 won. Cameramen came earlier than de- 
monstrators and waited for them. Ambulance cars and 
nurses also came to the scene and waited for finger- 
cutting. 

When the “patriotic action” was over, the victims 
were at once carried to hospital, where they were visi- 
ted by government leaders and ministerialists who 
additionally gave them comfort money in praise of 
their “heroic deeds’. It really was a horrible “tragic 
story of finger-cutting’”. What on earth is Pak Jung 
Hi driving at? In our country there is a saying de- 
noting a forced double suicide, which goes: “Let's 
fight until we both die.” So, does Mr. Pak intend to 
do such unreasonable thing with the south Korean 
people? The government reports that a constant 
stream of “people” come to the state cemetery in 
Tongjak-dong even today to burn incense before the 
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tomb of the late Ryuk Yong Su. It holds that they do 
so because they tender their gratitude to the spirit 
of “martyrdom” of Ryuk who “was always on the 
side of the oppressed” iand because they aspire after 
the “national unity” with President Pak as the centre. 
It further explains that it is because the more they 
think of her death, the bitterer hostility they have to 
the north. But, I cannot forget the words of a country 
primary school head-master whom I had a chance 
to talk with. He said: 

“An order came to burn incense before the tomb 
of Ryuk Yong Su. When I thought that I, an old man, 
had to go there, I could not but pity myself. I decided 
to put up at least a passive resistance, and thus sent 
one of my teaching staff in my place. 

“T forced others to do what I should do while I 
myself was evading it. For this I still feel the pangs 
of conscience. I don’t know if that order will come 
again. You may think that I am exaggerating, but I 
am determined to resist it to the end at the cost of 
my life...” 

Must we be so disappointed before violence? Have 
we not been suffering defeat in advance by losing 
heart in face of violence? I think that violent power is 
a hollow force which rests on such disappointment 
of the people. Everyone should be aware of this and 
put up a courageous struggle. Otherwise, the present 
darkness will never break. 


Increasing Anxiety 
A report of October 15, 1974 
When I look around, everything worries me. 
As it is getting cold, I worry myself about those 
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people in prison, thinking that they will not be able 
to return to their warm floor-heated room this winter 
too. I remember the words of my senior who told 
that summer in prison was the hardest to endure. 
Should the two Japanese spend the cold winter in 
prison as political victims? Has the Japanese govern- 
ment abandoned them already? In this respect, the 
“August 15 incident” has made the Pak government 
arrogant and Japan subservient. 

How can one be so brutal? The appellants are pro- 
hibited even from meeting their families. The wife of 
the Japanese national, Hayakawa, was not allowed 
to see him. She was treated badly. What has the trial 
to do with a meeting between family members? Can't 
they make a gesture of some generosity, even while 
exercising such tyranny? They only ill-treat people 
deliberately without any justifiable reason. 

Why should they be so brutal? Even those con- 
victed prisoners who have promised not to appeal 
are allowed to meet their families only once a month, 
and that for only five minutes. 

Hearings are conducted in camera. The reason is 
that the court is small. But, actually it is spacious 
and almost all seats remain vacant during a trial. 
Even in the case of admitting hearers, the families 
are seated in the very last row. So, the wives strug- 
gle to go near to their husbands to see them close 
when they leave the court. But the iuards push them 
away and beat them. Should they undergo such suf- 
ferings because they love the country and aspire 
after democracy? But, if one is in league with corrup- 
tion, One can enjoy peace and tranquillity as one 
pleases. 

Once there was a case in which the wives of high- 
ranking officials of the government and _ bosses of 
state-run enterprises were caught in the act of smug- 
gling jewels worth several hundreds of million won. 
Those high-rankers were dismissed, but the investiga- 
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tion came to a dead stop, for this is a privilege all 
the officials of the Pak government enjoy. The Pak 
regime dismissed them from their high posts because 
it decided to use them in its so-called propaganda 
campaign to expel the corrupted. Therefore, the dis- 
charged high-rankers will not be inquired any more, 
and before long they will be back to their former 
posts. They are now waiting for the “order” of the 
highest person, so to speak. They are so mentally 
prepared as to think that whether they are forgiven 
for their corruption or censured for it, it is not a 
serious matter to them because it will be arranged for 
the sake of the highest person. 

One of the biggest firms is holding the wages of 
its employees in arrears. Newspaper reports say that 
this state of affairs has lasted for several months. 
What should the employees eat to live? In our country 
there is a miracle that “enterprises go to ruin while 
their owners getting fat.” The Sakamoto Textile Com- 
pany which went bankrupt has loaned out a total sum 
of ten million dollars and over 25,000 million won 
which is unredeemable. According to press reports, 
Sakamoto submitted a “list of claims”. He said that 
his patriotism made him run an enterprise in south 
Korea. Endless are such sort of reports on the issue 
of special loans and the suffering of losses through 
political collusion. All the south Korean banks are 
under government control. To make state property 
private one and distribute it—this is the basic pos- 
ture of those who back the Pak regime. But, the or- 
dinary people have to voice full support to it with 
no word of complaint. 

Rice and fuel as well as prices have become the 
sources of anxiety to the citizens. It was reported 
that rice harvest was extremely abundant, but a re- 
cently corrected report says it is slightly over the 
normal crop. Once the press bantered that in spite 
of reported unprecedented harvest the annual import 
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of grain was increasing. This year the area of Cholla 
Province was visited by the biggest flood in the 50 
years but, it is reported that the crop will exceed an 
average harvest. But it is said that as the food situa- 
tion has been aggravated internationally, the govern. 
ment has a prospect of securing only 70 per cent of 
required provisions. Thrown into great troubles plus 
the horrors of a possible rice riot, it has abandoned 
itself to despair and become very nervous. The Han- 
gang River is completely soiled and even drinking 
water is in danger of pollution. Heavy metal filth is 
found in rice, causing much ado. 

Desperate efforts are being made to increase ex- 
port, but the major goods such as plywood and tex- 
tiles are stockpiled. Due to the oil crisis, the problem 
of winter fuel has become a great worry. An attempt 
was made at rationing briquets but failed. Brandish- 
ing briquet pincers, housewives staged a demonstra- 
tion to protest against the low-quality briquets and 
their unfair distribution. Then there was a fuss of 
walking old women to police stations for summary 
justice. Does the Pak government have any plan for 
us to pass this winter? A friend of mine muttered: 
“Haven't we long endured the painful history? We 
cannot but get along like a baby which cries itself to 
sleep with its empty stomach.” A makeshift cannot 
solve the fundamental problem; it may rather lead 
to an unforeseen big trouble. 

South Korean newspapers are banned from the free 
coverage of economic news for the reason that it will 
stir the people. However, the people sense everything 
with their skins. Of late south Korean newspapers 
have been allotting considerable space to foreign 
news, Demonstration at home is briefly reported in 
the corners of newspapers, while that in Viet Nam is 
highlighted. They gave a heavy headline to the words 
of the Philippine President Marcos: “I Will Resign If 
People Want It.” They carried big headings “Strug- 
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gle against Dictator, the Press of Viet Nam,” “Thiu, 
Get Out, Demand 100 Vietnamese Parliamentarians, 
Men of the Press, Professors, Lawyers.’ These convey 
the breath of the world. Our increasing doubt is: Why 
does the Pak regime alone remain like a castle of 
gold when dictatorial regimes are being overthrown 
on a worldwide scale? 

Of late the critical voices are heard even in south 
Korea that the Pak government is isolated interna- 
tionally due to its dictatorship and suppression of 
civil rights. This is an expression of apprehension for 
the spread of the dark images of south Korea and its 
people to the world thanks to the Pak regime. It also 
comes from the fear that not only the Pak regime 
which has become a heretic of the free world due to 
its dictatorship and suppression of the people’s rights, 
but also south Korea itself should face a crisis. In 
this connection, Kim Jong Pil and others say that 
the Pak regime is never isolated and brand those 
who speak so as flunkeyists. And on October 1, the 
“ROK Army Day”, Pak Jung Hi, attacking those as- 
piring after democracy, blared: 

“The aggressors who keep an eye on us earnestly 
hope to see an empty spot within ourselves.... If under 
these circumstances one wants to enjoy all the free- 
dom since it is bestowed to one like others, tries to 
defend freedom as it is and thinks that one can do 
so, he cannot be called otherwise than a fantastic 
romantist quite ignorant of the developments of this 
world. 

‘We have been so much challenged by the Com- 
munists and suffered so much damage by them, and 
their challenge is still continuing. In spite of this, if 
there is any person who does not yet start from a 
nightmare, it cannot but be said that he is pitiful.” 

Pak Jung Hi can be called the most belligerent 
ruler who wants to maintain his power in seclusion. 
Moreover, a rumour is current of late that the south 
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Korean government is earnest in developing atomic 
weapons. On October 10, the following question and 
answer were exchanged in the National Assembly 
between a ministerialist and the Minister of Defence: 

MP: “A foreign journal recently reported that 
south Korea has the potentiality of nuclear develop- 
ment. Is it right?” 

Minister: “North Korea is expected to introduce 
‘MIG-23’ from now on. We are reinforcing our equip- 
ment to stand up against it. It is true that north Ko- 
rean submarines constitute a menace to naval opera- 
tions. We are stepping up the reinforcement of anti- 
submarine equipment to stand guard against them.” 

Why did the government openly arrange this 
question and answer? What does the answer of the 
Minister of Defence imply? It is reported that the Pak 
regime has appropriated from its special budget 
an enormous sum for National Defence Science and 
Technological Research Institute. The United States 
does not care much about south Korea’s development 
of weapons. Therefore, south Korea is going to pro- 
mote nuclear development by establishing relations 
of cooperation with Canada as India does. This 
scheme is financed by a big Japanese firm, and it is 
said that this is connected with the fact that Japan 
herself is exploring the possibility of nuclear arma- 
ment, Tne great powers may export nuclear develop- 
ment equipment and powerful weapons to any coun- 
try, if it is in the interest of themselves. 

If it is a country with a high degree of reason cor- 
responding to powerful weapons, it is another thing. 
But, what will become of it if nuclear weapons or 
other powerful weapons are given to such a regime as 
Pak’s which is belligerent and, sometimes, goes mad 
and even lets the prisoners cut their fingers in an 
anti-Japanese demonstration, a regime one can hardly 
tell what act it will commit? It is obvious that if 
south Korea comes to have nuclear weapons, the 
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north will not sit with folded arms. Are they going 
to allow the most belligerent Pak regime to play with 
fire? Pak Jung Hi may have ambition to maintain his 
power at home by committing such a big adventure 
in conspiracy with the army. Do they think that the 
world can be peaceful after giving a sword to a mad 
man? South Korean people have long been deprived 
of restful sleep because of the military strength of 
the Pak regime. The day will come when the great 
powers which allow the insanity of the Pak regime 
will have to endure greater trouble than at present. 
That is why south Korea requires the democratic 
oes force which loves peace and believes in the 
uture. 


Unyielding Struggle 


It is certain that the opposition New Democratic 
Party has raised its head to some degree. More than 
half of its membership have been the blamed “op- 
portunists” who are considered to be shills. They 
seem to be regaining courage little by little. Of late 
they have begun to speak sharply at the National 
Assembly and thus their effort to win popularity is 
perceptible. Speaking at the National Assembly on 
September 7 in the form of representative interpella- 
tion, Kim Yong Sam, newly elected President of the 
New Democratic Party, demanded strongly: “Open 
the road to the peaceful replacement of power by re- 
vising the Constitution!” The following are some 
passages of his speech: 

“At this moment, I am again conscious of the 
pains of the people desirous of any change under the 
present suffocating situation and, at the same time, 
keenly feel the concern and advice of our free and 
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friendly nations which are worried about our afs 
fairs... 

“The event of October caused the retreat of histo- 
ry, no matter what eloquence and what justification 
one is to employ to explain it.... The event of October 
meant a political change. It was not a political 
change for renovation but an anomaly for security of 
power; it was not a political change for advance but 
one that has brought about retrogression of his- 
tory.... 


“The Government arrests those who have a firm 
jaith in democracy without a warrant and imposes 
heavy penalties upon them at the military tribunal. 
This conduct has resulted in fully revealing the true 
nature of the present system... 


“How to relinquish their posts is more important 
to the politicians than how to climb up to the posts of 
authority. We have seen the exhibition of ethics 
whereby great politicians resign their posts with a 
noble attitude amidst the people’s applause, and to- 
day we are badly in need of this ethics of resigna- 
tion.” 


Then he spoke against the oppression of human 
rights, citing the act of bringing the ex-President be- 
fore the military court in a state of domiciliary con- 
finement and the act of arresting a lawyer in court, 
which had never happened even “under Japanese im- 
perialist rule’. As to school, he said as follows: 

“A poet said that ‘the campus without freedom is 
a graveyard.’ If we rear in the graveyard the younger 
generation who will take charge of the next epoch of 
national history, what will become of the future of 
this country?” 

Denouncing Pak Jung Hi for having branded those 
demanding democracy as fantastic romantists, Presi- 
dent Kim Yong Sam said: 

“Tf it is romanticism to talk about liberty and de- 
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mocracy, what ism is the ruler’s governing method of 
depriving the sovereign people of their freedom and 
offering and snatching it at will?... The masters of 
this country are the people of this country. The Presi- 
dent is no more than their big servant.” 

In addition, Mr. Kim Yong Sam gave pledge to 
fight in the van of the people and demanded the 
amendment of the Constitution and the unconditional 
release of personages under arrest. 

I am sure that his speech is meant to make a new 
history. The opposition party, not to mention Mr. Kim 
himself, will not easily retreat further from that line. 
It is said that the issue of Minju Chonson, the organ 
of the opposition party, which carried his speech, was 
printed in 900,000 copies and sold out instantly 
in the street. The figure is more than the copies of any 
daily newspapers. [t is also the largest copies since 
the founding of Minju Chonson. The police arrested 
sellers of that paper on a charge of violation of 
traffic regulations. 

Two days before President Kim Yong Sam’s 
speech, the government party perceived that it would 
be violent. It threatened noi to tolerate if it ran coun- 
ter to the Constitution. However, Mr. Kim Yong Sam 
mimeographed the text of his speech at his home 
on the previous day and brought it to the Na- 
tional Assembly next day by the car for his private 
use. And it was distributed just before the deliverance 
of his speech. This threw the government party into 
confusion. It has been decided at the preliminary con- 
sultation among the MPs of the non-government par- 
ties that all of them would walk out when Kim Jong 
Pil started answering Mr. Kim’s question at the Na- 
tional Assembly interpellation, because it would be 
obvious that his answer was based on falsehood. But 
later they conceded this only. In the last part of 
his speech President Kim Yong Sam said that Prime 
Minister’s answer to his interpellation was not neces- 
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sary. But Kim Jong Pil said this or that in justifica- 
tion, as before. 

On the 8th, the following day, Pak Jung Hi sum- 
moned the representatives of the press organs and 
directly took the posture of confrontation, saying: 
‘Any challenge to the renovated system shall not be 
tolerated.” He always takes action directly if it is for 
the maintenance of his power, that is, for “defence 
of the renovated Constitution” and “security of pow- 
er.” He does not intend to relax his stiff posture. It is 
said that he wrote by himself the draft of his speech 
{o be made on the “ROK Army Day” which fell on 
October 1. He used the blunt word, “senseless fel- 
lows’, in his draft speech. But his braintrusters man- 
aged to soften the word a little. He is watching for a 
chance to deal a telling blow at the opposition parties 
and critical intellectuals, students and religious be- 
lievers. But things will not go so smoothly, I think. 

At present the press carries foreign news in some 
degree and covers almost all the interpellations of 
the opposition parties in the National Assembly. The 
people think that this is allowed as a gesture in con- 
nection with President Ford’s visit to south Korea. 
They are well aware through their experience that 
such magnanimity is not inherent in the Pak regime 
itself. The government itself maybe knows that the 
more the people are suppressed, the nearer they come 
to the point of explosion. There once was a rumour 
that the prisoners would be released. But the Pak re- 
gime seems to have not yet awaked from the night- 
mare that the regime will collapse if suppression is 
relaxed. Pak thinks that he will be dead if it collap- 
Ses. 

The demonstration staged by the Roman Catho- 
lics on October 9 after reading mass of the Holy Year 
gave me a great shock. Five bishops, over 100 priests 
and more than 300 sisters marched in front of 3,000 
believers. They shouted loudly in demand of the re- 
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lease of Bishop Chi Hak Sun, the restoration of de- 
mocracy and human rights, the relief of the poor and 
the restoration of the freedom of speech. The demon- 
stration was put down by the teargas bombs 
thrown by the mobile police troops. But it gave the 
government a shock as a demonstration participated 
in by the citizens. Lining along the streets, many 
people looked at it with terror and expectation. 
Later, anti-government demonstrations continued 
at every university. And many of the universities are 
still being closed. Meetings are held at Protestant 
churches in every Thursday morning to pray for the 
arrested people. Attended by the families of the ar- 
rested people, they are always filled with tearful 
voices. Outside the churches the mobile police troops 
on buses wait for them to come out. It is said that 
the CIA agents are found even inside the churches. 
How do they feel there? They may cry in their hearts, 
thinking that it is difficult to keep the pot boiling. Or, 
they may burn with hatred, thinking that they have to 
bear the trouble because of those attendants of the 
meetings. A foreigner present at one of those meetings 
told me later that he had shed tears in admiration 
for the “fine virtue found in the midst of hardships.” 
The Hanguk General Federation of Christian 
Students has made the largest number of victims. 
Its chairman and all other leading members are now 
in prison. The junior officials, too, are all behind bars. 
This has paralyzed the function of the organization, 
and its office is in a state of closure. The federation 
held another meeting in which 200 people together 
with the families of the imprisoned participated. It 
was a moving meeting of people fighting in defiance 
of the repression of the authorities. The meeting 
adopted the “Statement of the Cross’, reaffirming 
that they would “conduct a resistance movement a- 
gainst crime and injustice in any political situation”. 
It was said that the students who directed the 
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meeting had once served a prison term. One of them 
was arrested on March 28 and interrogated in detail 
as to the demonstration to be held on April 3. This 
explains that the CIA would have prepared the emer- 
gency measure in advance in anticipation of the de- 
monstration on that day. The student scorned, saying 
that it was ridiculous that if we speak against Japan 
CIA men take us to police stations but when Prime 
Minister Kim Jong Pil perpetrates an act against 
Japan he is regarded as having done a good thing. 
He added: “The law of this country can be called im- 
partial if Kim Jong Pil is arrested or imprisoned on 
a charge of having committed an act against Japan, 
can’t it?” A friend of mine who told this to me said: 
“The students are no longer afraid of violence. In the 
past they had a heroic resolve, tenseness and fear, but 
these days they even say something humorous. It 
seems that they have gained self-confidence.” A spirit 
of defying violence has been cultivated in their minds. 
Below I introduce a poem they read at the meeting, 
and a “prison diary” of a student who had been im- 
prisoned for four months after his arrest. 


That Day 


1. There is not a single flower in the flower garden. 
(Refrain) 
When shall that day be? Is it today? 
The day when the sun and stars set in, 
And when it gets dark never to break. 


2. There is not a single criminal in prison. 


(Refrain) 
3. Lord will not return to our hearts. 


(Refrain) 


The day when the sun sets in is the day when 
crimes are eliminated, and the day when the stars 
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disappear is the day when the military man stages 
down. There is no flower at present, and the criminals 
are not those in prison but those who deliver judge- 
ment outside prison. 


X Day, X Month 


‘“...You have met X, who is being searched for by 
the police, haven’t you?” 

“Don’t ask me such a queer question.” 

“If you answer the question, you will be alright.” 

Like this, a drama of hostage was openly staged 
in the campus of the university. Then I was dragged 
into the abattoir. Like an ignorant sheep. What will 
come to me next?... 

Let’s laugh. Laugh loudly. One will be apt to be- 
come insane in this world. If you go mad, go mad 
by a noble method. The cry of a sparrow cannot be 
heard in the whirl of typhoon. The intellectuals and 
students who speak for freedom and justice are 
branded as half madmen, Communists or traitors to 
the nation... 

The words of Jesus occurred to me: The flying 
birds have their nests to return, but people’s children 
have no place to rest on. 


X Day, X Month 


Is it here the freedom fighters have come? This is 
the Pinggo Hotel (an interrogation place of the CIA 
in Sopinggo). After taking off the mark for students’ 
discipline corps (the reserve officers’ training corps 
of the students) and the university badge and ungird- 
ing myseli, I was led into a dreadful cell where I fin- 
ished the ceremony of report. The thick iron door 
came down with a bang. I found myself in a corner 
room which was somewhat kept tidy. All sides are 
closed and completely cut from outside. I feel my 
heart rending. Shall I smash my head against the 
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concrete wall? No, 1 must not do so, I have some- 
thing that must be found out. I have still many things 
to do. Outside of the cell, I am scolded and beaten... 
They give me a match and ask me to perform 
bayonet drill with it. They ask me to dance. Here is 
an equality: Those who call for social justice=idle 
students=very small number of students=impure 
elements=agitators=undutiful children... Everything 
is distorted. (I wish to see not a doll but a real person 
and hear his voice.) I can hear the names of my 
friends being called: over interphones. One of my se- 
niors, X, is seen going to a lavatory. Strength wells 
up in me. I write and rewrite the words “freedom” 
and “justice” on the wall until my fingers bleed. 


X Day, X Month 


“How can you establish social justice?” the inter- 

rogator asked. He strikes out what is favourable to 
me and jots down what is more unfavourable to me, 
distorting facts. My statements serve as nothing 
more than a simple refererice. Inquiry suspended. 
After a little rest, a private conversation began. | 
spoke about the correctness of my faith. “Are you 
giving a lesson to me?” shouted the interrogator be- 
side me in a displeased tone. A bumpkinlike fellow. 
You can not frighten me.... 
_ These are part of the diary written in much mo- 
deration. They are still in a state of informal con- 
finement. Before they were released, they were forc- 
ed to make many promises. But they rack their brains 
to voice what is in their minds even in moderate 
tones. 

I wish them an early recovery of their lost health 
to normal condition. A student, although released, is 
in such a state that he cannot speak freely because 
of facial paralysis. We have to continue to give sad 
testimony. 
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Three Appeals 


I was very much moved at the news that this re- 
port was printed in book form and read by many 
eles It is not too much to say that such protection 
he conscientious people in south Korea are receiving 
at present is ascribable to the power of public opinion 
abroad. Their continuous encouragement is wanted. 
It is said that of late the Pak regime will change its 
attitude toward public opinion abroad. It now prefers 
mild talks to confrontation. Of course, it pretends to 
be modest, concealing its true colors. And it is said 
that the Pak regime is sending letters in the names 
of bogus organs and individuals to foreign persona- 
ges of all strata and foreign organizations. This is 
out of its hearty desire to obtain their understanding: 

We call such a method “honeyed words’. One 
inay receive an anonymous letter sent by the CIA, so 
one must beware of this, . 

Recently, the methods of penal servitude and death 
sentence are not widely applied. Instead, the me- 
thods of surveillance and walking suspects to police 
stations are used in most cases. A Christian pastor 
told me that these days meetings are held for the re- 
lease of the prisoners. If the crowd numbers 200, 50 
of them will be CIA men, he said. This is to frustrate 
on the spot any attempt at demonstration. 

If until summer people were sentenced to 20 
years’ imprisonment or capital punishment on a 
charge of committing a certain act, now they are con- 
fined at the police stations from 1-2 days to the ma- 
ximum of 29 days on the same charge. What a curious 
land it is! Under the Pak tegime the same kind of 
crime receives quite different treatment. Can this 
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country be said to be a country governed by law? 
The making of a gap between 20 years’ imprisonment 
and one day’s confinement at the CIA is not based on 
the crime committed. Then, does it depend on the 
mercy of those in power? This is really unreasonable. 
It might be in such a state that “sajupalja’, the fa- 
talism of south Korea, came into being. It means that 
man’s fate is determined according to the time of his 
birth. 

But, still now, one cannot get back alright, once 
he is walked to a police station. He has to sign a 
document. He is compelled to write: I will absorb my- 
self only in my studies; I will not let out political 
terms; I will not participate in the action instigated 
by the Communists; and so on and so forth. Some- 
times foreigners have to endure the similar trouble. 
A missionary preached that the case of the People’s 
Revolutionary Party was fabrication and that the 
death sentence imposed in connection with the casé 
should be revoked. For this, he had to write that he 
would not preach again on the People’s Revolution: 
ary Party, and add his signature to the documerit. 

Such is inevitable under the Pak regime.. One 
would advise you to affect ignorance and resume your 
action after signing a document. But this is not a 
simple problem to solve. So, people iare vexed by it. 
A certain person was set free after confessing to his. 
“crime” and signing a document. But he was rear- 
rested while repeating the same “crime”. 

Let’s read a written appeal scattered in the Seoul 
and Koryo Universities on October 8 last. It is in the 
form of letter written in prison under the heading: 
‘Let’s act according to the dictates of truth, our 
friends!” Jt reads: 

The chill night air pierces through the discolored 
blue prisoners’ clothes. 

Two seasons have already béen out, and the pale 
moonlight streamed into the corner cell on the. night 
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of the. autumn festival. Something made me think of 
my friends and I could not sleep that night. I grip- 
ped iron bars and shook them. I could see the pale 
face of my friend in the front cell through the iron 
bars. It made me feel an intenser love for the coun- 
try.... 

..Young friends! Let’s look back at the staggering 
fatherland. And, let’s think: Is it not high time for us 
to stretch out our strong arms and devote our clear, 
hot blood? 

Do you remember those gun muzzles that drove us 
university students out of the school gates without 
school bags in October three years ago, the students 
who were denouncing degradation expressed in the 
attempt at long-term office? We fell on the street and 
groaned. Looking at our schools trodden under mil- 
itary boots, we were furious with anger and clenched 
our fists. Our friends, who had been dragged to Ron- 
san (a recruit training centre) in military uniforms 
with their hairs cut short, would have recalled the 
cries of April if they had returned to their old schools 
and looked at our masterless desks.... 

Comrades! Let’s seriously reflect upon our history. 

Is it not woven with disgraceful submission 
to and dependence on the stronger? Why are we now 
going to repeat that error? Servile flatterers and op- 
portunists resort to the visit of the head of a strong 
power even for the release of the people who are per- 
secuted on account of their struggle for freedom and 
democracy. Their behavior makes us too sad. 

Are those university men not pure puppets who 
insist that the signature-seeking campaign for the 
release of the colleagues, which is conducted accord- 
ing to the dictates of conscience and justice, must 
get professor’s permission? Is the spirit of the uni- 
versities dead? 

With our strength, our efforts and struggle, we 
must defend democracy associated with the history of 
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the blood of our seniors. Democratic champions and 
we students who are trampled down by the lawgiv- 
ing words of an individual shout loudly: 

The university men who held that the truth in- 
volves not only the acquisition of knowledge but also 
the practice! Why do you droop your heads like cow- 
ards? Why do you only trouble your conscience?... The 
truth of trial, the secret trial, which is the upshot of 
torture and deception, has been fully laid bare. So, 
let’s stop hesitating and rise up bravely, rejecting 
indolence! Let’s take action, the action of justice, for 
the sake of our fatherland and people! 

Friends! Have you forgotten our cries? Have you 
forgotten the resentment we showed together under 
the shade of marronnier, feeling anxiety about the 
future of the fatherland? | 

Hot blood is still flowing in our hearts. 


Freedom, truth, justice, love.... 


We believe that the university men and our friends 
fighting for justice will show us a blue autumnal 
sky. And we believe that they will take a steady step 
forward, linking their arms closely in the ranks of 
struggle for national salvation. Friends! When will 
the bell of liberty ring out? 


The young people in prison and those people out- 
side it are now. feeling stronger solidarity than in any 
other struggle of the past. The more harsh oppres- 
sion becomes, the stronger their desire to struggle 
and their solidarity with their comrades seem _ to 
grow. Now, Iet me tell about another sad appeal 
and testimony. 


The wives of those who are allegedly connected 
with the People’s Revolutionary Party, especially 
those whose husbands are.under death sentence, 
mustered up their courage and started to-take action: 
History of south Korea saw that the rulers often 
branded their political rivals as Reds and persecuted 
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them. In those days, it was a usual practice that if 
they were called Reds, even the liberalists kept silence. 
Those in power were bent on making the country one 
where no mercy was given to any Red. Thus, anti- 
communism became the basis for their rule. At that 
time, no one was cognizant of the fact that the liber- 
alists might share the fate of being executed by the 
rulers on. a false charge of being Reds. 

I was greatly surprised to hear the ardent appeal 
of the wives of those seven people under death sent- 
ence. These women, too, would not have made an 
open appeal for fear of being branded as Reds. The 
Feason might have been that they had faced the same 
charge before and lost face. 

_A certain person received some money from his 
friend for the entrance fee of his son who was going 
on to a higher school. He was arrested on a charge 
of having received revolution fund. Then he was 
sentenced to capital punishment and his friend made 
to undergo a sentence of 20 years’ imprisonment. A 
three-year-old child is molested by its neighbouring 
children because it belongs to a Red family. I am 
told that the children aim wooden-made revolvers at 
the child and threaten to shoot it to death. How can 
they love their country in this social rejection and 
persecution? 

. When an international meeting for amnesty was 
just.to be closed, two women shouted at the micro- 
phones: We appeal to our brothers and sisters, who 
value the dignity of life, to save the lives of the seven 
persons who are sentenced to death on a charge of 
violating the emergency measure. Then they explain- 
ed that those people were facing the false charge of 
having attempted a communist revolution. The wo- 
men went to a place where Christians were gathered 
and rebuked them, asking why they should not pray 
for the seven people. Theirs was really a death-defy- 
ing struggle, as they were driven by the thought of 
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impending death of their husbands and the persecus 
tion of their children. 


A small number of American missionaries respond- 
ed to their appeal, to begin with. A petition and signa- 
ture-seeking movement is now afoot to save the lives 
of seven. The appeal is sent to foreign countries, too. 
In Japan, there has not been much discussion with 
regard to them on the understanding that south Ko- 
rea is an anti-communist state. Now this movement 
comes as a direct challenge to the artifice of the Pak 
regime which faked up the case of the National Fe- 
deration of Youth and Students for Democracy and 
blamed it on the Communists. In fact, the CIA and 
Pak Jung Hi himself were in high spirits at the time 
when they made public this case. However, at present 
most people do not believe in such a fabrication. lf 
the innocence of those under death sentence is widely 
known, the fiction of that case will crumble to pieces. 


It is for this reason that the CIA is desperate to pre- 
vent it. Nevertheless, Christians have advanced the 
salvation movement ia step forward; they work and 
pray for the sake of the persecuted. The US mass 
communications, too, have come to show concern 
about them thanks to the activities of Americans. 


One of the women who had appealed at the inter- 
national meeting for amnesty fainted on the spot as 
she was given pressure by the CIA. When she came to 
her sense, she was lying in the Songmo Hospital. 
And when she became able to walk inside the hospital, 
two CIA men approached her again. She gave .a 
cry. The men took to their heels. The woman ran to 
the station and managed to take a train for Taegu. I 
sincerely hope that her desperate effort will bear 
fruit. 

In conclusion, I would like to cite part of an in- 
dictment of the present state of affairs in south Korea 
written by the mothers of the imprisoned students on 
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the occasion of President Ford’s visit to south Korea. 
It reads: 

“When the President comes, the Pak government 
will do its bit to turn every talk with him to evil ac- 
count. Pak will avail himself of the opportunity to 
fool the people and exploit all the promises to prolong 
his rule. This is a horrible thing. 

“The prolongation of the Pak regime will plunge 
south Korea into a darker abyss. There can be no 
people’s security. It is our hope that this should be 
deeply considered. 

“We mothers were taken to the CIA and police 
stations, interrogated much and beaten until we 
fainted because we retold outside what our children 
had stated at the military court. 

“And when we were sent to hospital for treatment, 
four or five south Korean CIA men came to us and 
continued their interrogation every day, giving us no 
time to sleep. More than ten policemen took part in 
brutal interrogation, and all the nurses who witness- 
ed it close by shed tears.” 

In the letter the women hoped for the wise judge- 
ment of His Excellency, emphasizing that the south 
Korean people were waiting impatiently for the day 
of liberation under such circumstances. From now on, 
such struggle will be fiercely waged at home and 
abroad. What sacrifice should be made for the restora- 
tion of democracy in south Korea? Does the autumnal 
sky of south Korea display its deeper blue only after 
it engulfs the sorrow of many more people? I am 
only heaving a sigh, looking up at that sky. For this, 
I am ashamed of myself, a weak-minded. 


(From Japanese magazine Sekai, No. 12, 1974) 
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THE LYRICAL AGE 
(Reports from South Korea) 


by T.K. 


People Cooperating with Each Other 
A report of December 1, 1974 


It seems the south Korean people’s present strug- 
gle will produce really many things for history. 

First, let us see what the people are talking about 
the rulers. They say that having been further fortifi- 
ed, the environs of Chongwadae (Blue House), the 
presidential residence, have now been turned into a 
zone of complete safety. Mt. Pukak-san rising behind 
Chongwadae is strewn with pillboxes. A great many 
inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Chongwadae 
were forced to leave there. They had to take new 
houses in the southern area across the Han-gang 
River. 

President Pak is becoming more and more neuro- 
tic as days go by. The rumour is circulating that he 
cannot sleep well at night. As it happens, they say, he 
often shows up at the Garrison Headquarters, the Se- 
curity Headquarters and the Central Intelligence 
Agency in the dead of night. He has good reason to 
do so, for he entrusts them with his own safety and 
the maintenance of his power. 
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Thanks fo President Ford’s visit to south Korea 
and the United Nations, the flames of resistance are 
continuously flaring up everywhere these days. But 
the Pak regime is running from one extreme to ano- 
ther. It shows signs of compromise but stiffens all of 
a sudden. Those signs may be intended to see any 
reaction to them. 

There is no doubt that the people are tempered 
through these trials and changes. But of late it is 
strongly felt that things do not get anywhere. Peo- 
ple do not feel any fear even if they are walked to the 
Central Intelligence Agency or police stations. And 
they are released in 20 days or so at the longest. It 
is customary with them to make there a written oath 
that they will not be mixed up in politics in future. 
In most cases, however, they repeat the same offense 
after their release. A friend of mine said in a muffled 
voice that it was a strange thing, and added: 

“Now I am not afraid of being arrested. So long 
as schools are not closed for ever, we shall be able to 
repeat it when their gates are open. As for the chur- 
ches, it cannot be helped so long as they are not ‘abol- 
ished’. I fear they won’t meekly hand over the reins 
of power because they seized it at the point of the 
bayonet. It is clear, however, that they can no longer. 
govern by the bayonet.” 

It appears that resistance against the Pak regime 
has now become something common to all people. 
Some days ago the government announced that it is- 
sued a postage stamp to the memory of the late wife 
of President Pak on the occasion of the 49th anniver- 
sary-of her birth (November 29). Six million ten-won 
stamps are expected to be sold. It was very unpleas- 
ant to think if the Pak regime could not rule the peo- 
ple without selling his dead wife like that. What is 
interesting is that when I took a taxi, the driver made 
a similar complaint. ] said: “Why, I’ve heard she was 
so kind-hearted that she helped many poor people.” 
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1 wanted to know his innermost feelings. Then he said 
unexpectedly: 

“I don’t think she did it with her own money. She 
displayed her liberality with our money.” 

I believe that even if Pak Jung Hi plays such a 
political farce with his wife’s tragedy, it will no longer 
have any effect. The government, however, tries to 
decorate her grave to make a symbol of something. 
It is this misconception that brings misfortunes to 
south Korea today. 

That day I could not but think it over again. Un- 
doubtedly something is wrong with Pak Jung Hi. His 
lust for power is obvious. He will not resign his 
presidency even by resorting to such a method as 
mentioned. above. But there is something I wonder. 
Does:he believe he will be able to reign over the peo- 
ple of this country as he wishes even after he is dis- 
possessed of the reins of power by his natural death 
which will come some day? If he is so fearful of the 
people’s present resistance, why does he fail to see 
that.such criticism as offered by the taxi driver would 
grow to spread all over the country? Does he think 
that if he builds so grand a grave for his wife in the 
cemetery of the fallen south Korean armymen, it will 
enjoy permanent esteem? Doesn't he think that he had 
better move the grave even now to a quiet place in a 
rural district against an emergency? Is it not high 
time for him to assume the following posture of huma- 
nity? 

= Slie always wished to return to her quiet native 
place. In particular, the present time demands that 
everything be done frugally. We are faced with 
“threat from the north” and an economic crisis, aren't 
wer... 

Had he been wise enough to think such a thing, 
he would not have resorted to violence as now. The 
south Koreans are a nation which has long been subs 
jected to maltreatment. They are a people who have 
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little experience ih effective application of their erier- 
gies to constructive work. I do not think they have 
ever had a ruler or a ruling circle who holds them 
dear and commands their respect and confidence. That 
is why a strong national aspiration surges among the 
people. Their aspiration is to build a full-fledged 
country, a great country, together with a man who 
pains and troubles himself for the people. Pak Jung 
Hi has proved himself unqualified to fulfil this 
desire of the nation. This he does not realize. The 
south Korean people do not respect much a person 
in power who has only won the struggle for power. 
Anyhow, they seem to like a leader who has under- 
gone sufferings. Do they think these sufferings will 
be linked with their agony? In this sense, Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung should, I suppose, carry the trouble he has 
already tasted to the end of his life. 

I am proud of having lately obtained a deeper un- 
derstanding of this thinking of the south Korean peo- 
ple, which seems almost “pathological”. A few days 
ago I received a kind of underground message from 
a girl student. She says that since the beginning of 
the year a lot of people are engaged in the “under- 
ground” movement, wandering about from place to 
place like her. They appealed to me for contribution 
to their living expenses. The first passages of the let- 
ter read: 

..1 beg your pardon for my having not written to 
you for a long time. Aren’t they saying, “No news is 
good news?” I had many things to let you know, but 
I could not write to you until today.... I have been 
leading the life of a traveler ever since I left home on 
January 8 last. Though I have met with many diffi- 
culties, I’m continuing my work with my comrades. A 
mole-like life has lasted for almost one year. The new 
souls- are carrying on many activities in different 
parts: of this land. Still we avoid to: meet each other 
as far as possible. Many of our friends have left home 
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for activity... Whatever violence and suppression may 
threaten us, we will resist with might and main to 
achieve freedom for all the people. We are doing our 
best to effect the qualitative and quantitative growth 
of the save-the-nation struggle before this year is 
out.... 

Of late the government has assumed a less stiff 
appearance. This might mean, however, that its sup- 
pression will become intenser and more adroit. Any: 
way, a Strife will continue on the surface, and under- 
ground activities will go on more briskly. The strong- 
er the antipathy of all people grows, the safer will be 
those underground. But at present no. one can tell 
definitely what character the underground activity 
will assume if the terrorist regime lasts long. 

In addition to solidarity of those engaged in un- 
lawful and lawful activities, mention should be made 
of solidarity with those people in jail. Many young 
people, allegedly called convicted prisoners, are sent 
separately to local prisons. The. measure is taken out 
of the fear that if they are locked .together, their 
spirits will grow high. However, it is said that they 
are resolved to spread the movement to local areas, 
availing themselves of their separation. Recently T 
happened to read a secret letter sent by a friend. of 
mine in jail to his mother. It reads: 

“...1 cannot keep back tears of wrath when I see 
young students being sent to local areas far away 
from their houses. We gave our blankets to the 
Jriends who were sent to X X where they had no re- 
latives. Would you send me another old blanket?... 

‘Mother, I am grateful to God for making us share 
the affliction of south Korea, its sorrowful history. To 
share this affliction is a joy, conquest, atid develop- 
ment for a new creation. This is the same with you 
mother outside, I think. I hope you will help the fami- 
lies of our friends in jail. Don’t show them a sad 
look, -hut encourage them. 
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‘Here we soften our minds and clearly analyse 
the merits and demerits. You, too, should do so. Under 
the present condition it is out of the question to be 
let out. Suppose we are released, but what is the use of 
it? We are beside ourselves with the thought of meet- 
ing a new turning point in 1974. Mother, when you 
pray to God, never pray for my ‘release’. Please, pray 
for our growth and conquest, and for democracy... 
For the arrested people, even a slight concern shown 
by the people outside serves as a great force. Among 
the people here there are some who have neither mo- 
ney placed in the custody of the prison officer nor 
things sent in, but shiver without underwear in 
winter. I spared half of the things sent in to me for 
others....” 

In addition, the letter writes in detail how the peo- 
ae outside should fight, that is, the tactical pro- 

lems, which are impossible to convey here. In behalf 
of the young people who are subjected to inhuman 
treatment in this “cold winter’, we must lift-up-our 
voice for the world to hear. 

A man in agony would grow into. a-man of stronger 
will in order to ‘overcome it. It is more than natural 
that such people should cherish an ideal::dream about 
a new time and seek sympathy from a new. leader for 
their sufferings. In fact, even the professors who were 
criticized for their long, immoral silence have begun 
to express their sympathy for the sufferings. There 
are instances of petitioning for the release of the de- 
tained democratic personages and students at the 
meetings of professors. Professors hold even meetings 
to offer prayers for the discharge of the professors 
and students under restraint. In Yonse University 37 
professors held a five-day prayer meeting. A profes- 
sor is.reported to have offered the following prayer 
on the.closing day of the meeting: 

Pray kindly relieve us as early as possible from 
the sorrow and agony of calling the names of the de- 
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tained students with the attendance book before us, 
even though we are sure of their absence.” 

Closing their universities the Presidents of Koryo 
and Yonse Universities offered criticism on the pre- 
sent situation with self-scorn in it. 


“The university authorities have abandoned their 
principle and lost their direction to follow because 
they did not open up a right avenue but always a- 
voided it while choosing only a quiet back lane care- 
fully. Such behavior might incur the hatred of the 
government, while looking cowardly in the eyes of 
the students. How long should we wander about in 
the mud of this irregular vicious cycle? When I think 
of this, the future of the university is dark. For he- 
aven’s sake, teach us how to help the university out 
of the endless forked road and put it on the right 
course—a broad road....” (President of Koryo Univ- 
ersity.) 

“We must respond to the appeal the students are 
making, even desisting from their lessons, and to their 
inmost feelings. This is something to be desired for 
the sake of campus and society.” (President of Yonse 
University.) 

President of Koryo University described the move- 
ment of the students as a movement of the majority, 
not of the minority, and as a “reasonable stir”. Presi- 
dent of Yonse University declared that the voices of 
the students demanding democratization and _ the 
release of the detained personages should be accept- 
ed and that theirs was a patriotic action. 


The age of trouble gives rise to solidarity among 
ill-treated people. Even the opportunists now express 
sympathy for those on the line of battle. And this 
sympathy is growing among the masses. What under- 
lies it is the same sentiments and the same tearful ode. 
An elder poet sang as follows: 
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The wind howls madly over the forests. 

The bullets hiss wantonly in the air. 

But people remain close-lipped everywhere. 
Why do you keep silence, 

In along spell of the driving rain, 

In a prolonged broiling heat of the sun? 


A Flood of Statements 
A report of December 11, 1974 


True, a flood of statements have been issued these 
days. One of them, highly paid out of the special aid 
fund of the CIA for advertisement, declares: “Any 
rash act opposing the revitalization can never be to- 
lerated.” If one closely looks into those statements 
made by the Pak regime, he can realize that a marked 
change has taken place recently. It is seen in the fact 
that the stereotyped phrase, “with President Pak 
Jung Hi as the centre” has disappeared. There are 
only a lot of such expressions as “national restora- 
tion”, “revitalized system for unity” and the like. 

What is the reason? Must they have been compel- 
led, though somewhat displeased, to call for the main- 
tenance of the present system so as not to incur 
“southward armed invasion from the north’, because 
the extolment of Pak Jung Hi as a great man has lost 
its persuasive power? Anyway, they seem to have 
admitted the failure of their attempt to maintain the 
Pak Jung Hi ruling system by accentuating his per- 
sonality cult. Then, is it their intention to persuade 
the people that they are obliged to support him in 
order to keep even the small ease they enjoy now? 
This is a very interesting change. 
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Quite a number of statements which have not been 
advertised, are circulating in mimeograph among 
people, though small in number. Some of them, to cite 
stiff ones, read: “Prime Minister Kim Jong Pil is a 
symbol of Satan trampling underfoot the human 
rights on the pretext of the right to live” and “Presi- 
dent Pak, resign for the establishment of a genuine 
democratic system!” 

On November 27, 1971 leading personages made 
public in a great hurry the “Declaration of the Nation 
for the Restoration of Democracy”. Thus came into 
being the ‘National Council for the Restoration of 
Democracy” embracing non-government parties, re- 
ligionists and intellectuals. Among other things, this 
sort of news has been reported in papers and became 
known to the public these days. It would be proper to 
say that the time has come when loud voices demand- 
ing the restoration of democracy are ringing out 
and movements for it are gaining ground, in spite of 
harsh suppression. As this is a matter of course it 
seems tnat foreign papers do not consider it to be a 
news. It is particularly so with the newspapers from 
Japan. I hope they will comprehensively deal with 
the movements of the people, instead of giving briefs. 
It is true, however, that foreign public voices have 
made much for our present advance. That is why we 
need this help all the more in order that we win vic-. 
tory. Being pressed hard by the great disturbances 
at home, the Pak regime is racking its brains trying 
to tone down the foreign public opinion, the source of 
strength for those disturbances. They show more flex- 
ible attitude towards foreign countries than before. 

They resort to smiling diplomacy and often use 
the invitation tactics. But when the Pak regime deems 
it less effective, it returns to its tough foreign policy 
overnight as it does so at home. The smiling face of 
yesterday turns into a wry one today, leaving no trace 
of it at all. The smiling diplomacy of civilians, includ- 


109 


ing press coverage, too, is conducted after the same 
fixed pattern in most cases. And the stereotyped 
answers will be given to the following questions: 


“How about the question of the Masan Free Ex- 
port Zone?” 

“It has been much exaggerated by the papers. But 
now things are going well.” 

“How about Kisaeng-girl tourism?” 

‘There is no help for it for the time being, because 
ours is a poor country.” 

“Why have the human rights been trampled 
upon” 

“Nothing of the sort. They are the criminals who 
broke the law.” 

“And, democracy?” 
_ “The Republic of Korea is a free democratic state. 
But we are obliged to restrict it to some extent be- 
eu of the sinister desire of the north to invade the 
south.” 


Then they present foreigners with specialities as 
far as possible and make a promise to invite them to 
Seoul and give them warm hospitality. In such a 
ease, the former usually ask the latter to pose for a 
photograph together. They need it as an evidence of 
their activity on which they have to report to the CIA. 
According to my friend, an “official” told him proud- 
ly that such policy of the CIA produces considerable 
effects. 

Under these circumstances, the recent struggle of 
Tonga Ilbo should be highly appreciated before any- 
thing else. Even lectures and preachings at the Chris- 
tian meetings are being carried in paper. Has there 
ever been such a joint struggle as at present ex- 
cept that in the 1920’s under Japanese rule? 
Lately the paper has given wide publicity even to the 
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fight of the non-government parties. It reported in 
detail on their boycott of a National Assembly ses- 
sion and on the railroading of the budgetary and other 
77 bills by the ruling party during that session. It was 
an “effective democracy” in which every bill was car- 
ried in three minutes. For the first time in south Ko- 
rea’s history of parliamentarism the government 
budgetary bill was passed with an additional sum of 
30,000 million won. The paper made cynical remarks 
saying: “It cannot be otherwise. In any case, it does 
not lighten their own pockets...” 

It was under these circumstances that all of the 
55 dietmen of the opposition New Democratic Party 
went into a stay-in strike in the National Assembly. 
Tonga Ilbo did not hesitate to report on the strike de- 
ttianding the restoration of the democratic Constitu- 
tion and the release of the arrested. It described it as 
a “sincere struggle” staged in a “solemn atmosphere”. 
During this struggle 20 Christian assemblymen held 
a prayer meeting for the restoration of democracy and: 
the salvation of the country. Here is the very impres- 
sive prayer of Mr. Chong I] Hyong, a veteran assem- 
blyman: 

“Pray help all the people see with their own eyes, 
hear with their own ears and speak with their own 
mouths. Pray give courage to rise to those oppress- 
ed in the fight for justice. Pray release the arrested 
people who cried for freedom... Have mercy on the 
young students, feeble men of letters and religion- 
ists who wished to live as taught by You Lord 
and who even at this moment are suffering behind the 
bars in this cold weather when the mercury is falling 
below zero. Gripping the frozen bars, they advocate 
justice and cry for freedom. We_ will prove. 
that criminals are not the arrested but those who have 
locked them up. We have knelt down before You-to 
share their sufferings in this assembly hall, represent- 
ing the will of the people.” 
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Solidarity and sympathy with the sufferers alone 
lead to victory over Pak Jung Hi. Without them, one 
is unable to adapt oneself to the history of the mor- 
row aS a leader. Such a common feeling is fully re- 
flected, for instance, in ex-President Yun Bo Son's 
statement reasoning his appeal. Let me cite a passage 
from it: 

“7 know some of you assert that there is no need 
to make an appeal and that it is of no use. But I have 
a different view.... Why should it be a crime to have 
tried to restore democracy? The innocent is unpuni- 
shable. If I prove myself guiltless, a great many pa- 
triots involved in this incident will become innocent 
criminals, won’t they? So, I have decided on not re- 
ducing myself to a guiltless criminal for their sake. 
Ifthe military tribunal tries to bring a charge against 
me with bulldog obstinacy, then I, too, hope to be 
punished severely like those involved in this incident. 
The result is obvious, but I intend to appeal up to the 
third hearing.” 

Mr. Yun was reduced to almost nothing due to the 
Pak regime’s slander. What is more, it had been con- 
sidered that he could not have contacts with students 
and other young people because of his aristocratic 
career. Yet, he, at the age of nearly eighty, has made 
a splendid comeback as a symbol of national salva- 
tion by expressing sympathy and solidarity with those 
who have been oppressed and wounded in the fight. 
Most of the wives and mothers of the imprisoned were 
weak and in a certain sense, they were ignorant of 
the world. Nevertheless they, too, have staged hunger- 
strikes and street demonstrations. What is more, they 
sat down before the US embassy and protested a- 

ainst Ford’s visit to south Korea. Now they have 
ecome a formidable power. Fight and love make them 
perform miracles. In fact in recent several months 
they have reached a great height in both political 
consciousness and moral spirit. 
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It happened at a prayer meeting of hunger-strik- 
ers. An American Catholic priest joined them. He was 
dragged into a truck by the mobile police. Five police- 
men kicked him with their pointed boots. It might be 
intended to show that anyone going to extremes shall 
not be safe. At that time, an old woman climbed up on 
the truck, saying: “I will go also if you take away 
this American priest.” Even after reaching the police 
station, she fought stubbornly, saying that she 
would not get out of the truck if the priest was not 
set free. This bored the police. Even the notorious 
policemen could not know what to do with the old 
woman fighting for her sons and daughters. Even in 
performing their duty, they must have been unable 
to throw away the traditional respect for mothers. 
My friend, who told me about this, added: 

“The Pak regime throws in more policemen than 
the attendants of a meeting, even if it is a small one 
of scores of men, and manages to keep order. On De- 
cember 7 when Mr. Kim Dae Jung called on the as- 
semblymen holding a stay-in strike, 600 policemen 
were brought to the scene to watch for him and over 
50 strikers. Beautiful human passion and solidarity 
are now struggling to beat the brutal force. They are 
flowing between the Catholic priest and the old wo- 
man, too. The Pak regime is making every possible ef- 
fort to stop this flow.” 


images of Nations 


Recently, encouraged by this sense of solidarity, 
“the Council of Detainees’ Families” made a forceful 
statement. From the beginning of the New Year a ru- 
mour had it that if there was an indication of obe- 
dience, some of the arrested alone would be set free. 
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Then, their families voiced: a strong protest: ‘All the 
detainees must be released without condition.” The 
slatement reads: 

According to a report, on certain conditions a 
special amnesty is under consideration for offenders 
of the emergency measure, except those connected 
with the People’s Revolutionary Party, the spies from 
the north, their confirmed sympathizers and some stu- 
dents who negated the capitalist system and attempt- 
ed to build a socialist state. If this information is 
from the authentic government source, we families 
declare that we cannot tolerate the trickery that fools 
the people. 

In the first place, since its November 25 announce- 
ment of the plan of releasing the detainees on con- 
dition of “creating an atmosphere”, an announce- 
ment made through Prime Minister Kim Jong Pil, 
the government, whenever speaking of it, urges the 
people to take the act of detention as justifiable, pre- 
aching for the creation of an atmosphere, reflection, 
self-discipline and the like. In a word, this is like ‘‘a 
thief calling others thief’. We know well that none ol 
our husbands, sons and daughters are guilty, nor do 
they need any pardon. They are proud of being the 
defenders of history, the voluntary bearers of their 
crosses in the cause of thwarting the absolutization 
of power and building a just society in this land. We 
are convinced that by truly following and working 
for our husbands and children we can, before attain- 
ing their individual freedom, faithfully follow their 
proclaimed stand that they ‘“‘will not get out of prison 
unless the question is fundamentally solved and de- 
mocracy restored”. 

In an effort to suppress the resistance of the peo- 
ple the Pak regime arrested a great many people by 
hasty improvisation and unhesitatingly imposed on 
them-death sentence, life or 20-year prison sentence, 
etc. These. makeshift measures increased the gravity 
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of the matter, far from séttling it. Thus they are now 
in an awkward dilemma. Of course they do not want a 
fundamental solution. Then what kind of fit will they 
have next? 

This statement carries a lengthy protest against 
the case involving those who were allegedly connect- 
ed with the People’s Revolutionary Party. It is some- 
thing new, quite different from what it used to be in 
the past when nothing was said in case of Commun: 
ists. The opening of the protest goes: 

Further, we cannot but be surprised at the trick 
and plot of the present government when we are told 
that the persons involved in what they call the Peo: 
ple’s Revolutionary Party and those students who 
were said to have attempted to build socialism will be 
excepted from the release. Has ever the so-called Peo: 
ple’s Revolutionary Party existed in the world? Why 
are they going to stigmatize the students and democ- 
ratic personages as Red?... The government author- 
ities admit that the series of emergency measures have 
been a political blunder, but they are busy covering 
up their great mistakes. They are playing a childish 
trick, in an attempt to save face even a bit.... 

The situation is quite different from what it was 
when they arrested people at random in April on the 
alleged charge of involvement in the “National Fede- 
ration of Youth and Students for Democracy”. Does 
this mean that we have come that much nearer to our 
victory? We must never forget the role the immense 
foreign support played in our advance. The voice and 
action of foreign Christian missionaries in south Ko- 
rea also played a really important part. In particular, 
Pastor Ogle, a Methodist missionary, who was recent: 
ly ordered to leave south Korea, led the public atten- 
tion to the tragic story of the People’s Revolutionary 
Party. Having made it clear to the Christian she- 
pherds and families of students in prison that those 
who are involved in the People’s Revolutionary Party 
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are guiltless, he proposed to offer prayer and take 
action in their behalf. Those who have been charged 
with grave offenses are people accused of being al- 
legedly instigated by the People’s Revolutionary Pars 
ty to set up a “Red Worker-Peasant Government”. So, 
if defeated on the question of the People’s Revolution- 
ary Party, the criminal nature of the Pak regime will 
be brought to light. That is why Pastor Ogle was 
ordered out of the land. 

He worked among the poor labourers for a long 
time. He is the man who requested that he would be 
permitted to dedicate himself to the study of labour 
problems, working himself as a labourer in the moun- 
tains or among the miners in Kangwon Province. As 
a matter of course, the Pak regime declined the re- 
quest. Should we Koreans really lose our true friends 
in this way under the Pak regime? 

I feel myself weighed down with a heap of infor- 
mation that should be released today. I intended to 
inform you of several bold and splendid editorials 
published in Tonga Ilbo, but I can scarcely do it be- 
cause time is pressing. To make the matter worse, I 
am not in good health. But my sympathy with the sui- 
fering comrades has encouraged me to endure this 
much. The day before yesterday (December 9th) 
Tonga Ilbo began to carry a special serial entitled 
“How Are You Getting Along?” The editor added the 
following comment: 

“Let us see how the veteran statesmen out of of- 
fice are getting along and what they are thinking in 
the suffocating year-end political situation, in the 
whirlpool centring round the demand for the constitu- 
tional amendment and for the release of the arrested 
personages.” 

To begin with, there was an interview with Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung who had been gagged over two years 
following the “revitalization” in October 1972. And 
then, the paper reported about Mr. Yun Bo Son now 


116 


under house arrest. Thereupon, the government party 
took an offensive, saying that the paper became agit- 
ative recently. Yet, the paper sneers at the charge, 
saying that it sounds strange when the paper has 
long been attacked by the students. 

Lastly, another item for my message today. 

Jack Anderson’s visit to south Korea reported by 
Tonga Ilbo and his article “Washington Merry-go- 
round” published on Dec. 6, have now made a topic in 
south Korea. He wrote that in an interview with him 
Pak Jung Hi admitted that Kim Dae Jung had been 
kidnapped by the radical elements of the CIA. He 
quoted President Pak as replying: “I swear to God 
that I have never been involved in a nasty conduct.” 
Doesn’t he know that since the Water Gate incident 
the world gives no credit to the purity claimed by the 
men in power? Many south Koreans will agree to 
what Pak admitted but not to what he denied. Almost 
all the south Koreans are convinced from the start 
that it was committed by the Pak regime including the 
CIA. At the same time, they are aware that such an 
act of gravity cannot and will not be carried out 
without Pak Jung Hi’s order or approval. Ii Presi- 
dent Pak is right in his assertion, why then doesn't 
he capture the criminals? What on earth is the Japan- 
ese side thinking of this matter? I will add what was 
told by a reporter with whom | exchanged views on 
this matter. 

How could Jack Anderson bring it to light? It ap- 
pears there is something mysterious about it. And, 
why did Pak speak to Li Hu Rak as if throwing a 
stone at the dead? Why does he intend to expel Pastor 
Ogle? If one is not a fool, one will notice that there 
must be something ulterior. It can in no way be a 
good thing for the relationship with the United 
States and, in particular, with the US Congress as 
well as for mass communication. There might possibly 
be unavoidable reasons internally as well. The Pak 
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regime to date has accused foreign missionaries and 
put pressure on them. The ruling party went so far as 
to say that a law must be made against the “flunkey- 
ists” who contact with foreigners. But, I think such 
measure was not taken solely against the influence 
Pastor Ogle and others had on internal politics. 
Couldn’t it be regarded as an expression of Pak’s 
challenge towards the US pressure for the restoration 
of the human rights and democracy? Pak has a plan 
to open a controversy with the United States, too, 
like the Hayakawa-Tachikawa incident and, if pos- 
sible, kick up a fuss similar to the former anti-Japan- 
ese movement though he is annoyed at the thought 
that the scheme will not work just as it did with 
Japan. 

I thought this over and over again. Meantime 
I] came round to the view that if Pastor Ogle is forc- 
ed out, he will bring a better understanding of the 
south Koreans to all Americans, The US government, 
too, will never fail to show something or other for the 
human rights. 

Many south Koreans think that Japan suffered a 
considerable sacrifice of the imprisonment of Hayaka- 
wa and Tachikawa. It is not a mere sacrifice but will 
constitute the cornerstone for the noble bonds among 
nations. I wonder if they can stand this winter’s cold 
in gaol, a cold which is 10 degrees below zero. Under 
the circumstances, some families of the detainees are 
afraid that they might be treated coldly simply be- 
cause they are Japanese. To our regret, the south Ko- 
reans’ image of Japan, unlike that of Americans, is 
not improving in spite of such a great sacrifice. De- 
plorable! It is reported even to our country that the 
new Prime Minister Miki intends to strive for a bet- 
ter image of Japan in the eyes of the world. “How?” 
I should like to ask. The mere receiving of the Nobel 
Prize through the bargaining of the government and 
financial world can in no way create better #mprés- 
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sion of Japan. I again recall-what was told by a 
friend of mine. 

It happened in the American continent. Some: 
where (the name of the country omitted) a Korean 
gave a lecture in which he accused Pak Jung Hi. 
Afterwards, he went to the Japanese embassy there 
to get a transit visa so that he might visit Japan on 
his way back to Seoul. He was told to come again in 
the afternoon, and he did so. But the answer was ne- 
gative, because, he was told, it was a matter to be set- 
tled after contact with their homeland. As his pass- 
port was visaed by way of Japan, it could have been 
easily granted. The question was that following his 
Jecture opposing Pak Jung Hi, there was some re- 
quest from the south Korean embassy. He _ never 
thought, he said, Japan and Korea were fused toge- 
ther even at that lowest echelon. 

It appears that in its relation with a foreign coun- 
try Japan sees nothing but the government of that 
country. Are Japan's laws and conventions for the 
strong who are always made exception in their ap- 
plication? Precisely for this reason, the image of 
Japan is disdained. Does Japan think that it can 
manage to act to the occasion when times change in 
Asia? With which Japanese should the Asian reform- 
ists exchange views under these circumstances? Out 
of an-earnest desire to make a warm friendship with 
the Japanese, I hope to get a reply from Japan. 

Our struggle in south Korea still stands on a 
lyrical solidarity. Because it is still no more than an 
emotional] tie. It must grow into a solidarity of phy- 
sical strength. Many people are indignant at the im- 
moral silence of the army. The Pak regime considers 
that he will live in tranquility as long as the army is 
in its hand. The people believe that the revolution can- 
not be successful unless the army is wrested from the 
Pak regime. And they desire that the powerful army 
600,000 strong be a good partner of the new gov- 
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ernment even after the elimination of the Pak regime, 
because they are keenly aware of the fact that in the 
underdeveloped countries today there can be no power 
that can defy the army. We are anxiously watching 
developments in Greece, Portugal or Thailand in the 
hope that they will go along the road of democratic 
revolution under the situation. I wish it to be a new 
type of revolution. That is why the south Korean press 
and other mass communication media report with in- 
terest the victory of Greece and its advance. 

We feel lonely and gloomy sending out the tor- 
turous year. We are greeting 1975. We sincerely hope 
the New Year will not be a year in which the people 
are condemned to a severe punishment of 20-year im- 
prisonment for a mere utterance for minimum de- 
mocracy and human rights. I would like to extend 
warm thanks to the Japanese friends who, sharing a 
painful heart with us south Koreans, expressed solid- 
arity and participated in the struggle for democracy 
in south Korea during the year of 1974. In conclusion 
and as a summary report for 1974, I would like to in- 
form you that south Korea has now reached the point 
where it can no longer be ruled at the point of the 
bayonet. 


(From Japanese magazine Sekai, Noa. 2, 1975) 
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